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THE 



dVAvm ^9 ^mm m^'^AWt^Mi 



SVT FORTH IN 



A FUNERAL ABDBESS, 



People <^Aecongreg«i«.! thcmnamsofyOT 
Pastor Ue before you— the beloved Pastor who so long 
fed you with the bread of life, and whose accents of 
persuasion you have so often heard in this sacred 
place. 

My brethren of the Episcopal clergy! we have 
long mourned the living death of our spiritual Father 
i^is sufferings are. terminated-— he is at rest. 

When we contemplate that venerated corpse, it is 
natund to inquire, 

What has become of the spirit which so recently 
inhabited it ? 



What will become of t)ttt taberoack 
this spirit has deserted? 



4 The State of the Departed, 

Christian believers, these are inquiries deeply in- 
teresting to you. Soon each one of you will be, as 
he whose remains you now behold. 

What becomes of the spirit of the believer when it 
leaves^ its tabernacle pf clay ? 

Does it sink into annihilation? We must subdue 
all those feelingis which constitute the perfection and 
happiness of our nature, before we can contemplate 
ttie extinction of being but with horror. There is not 
a power of his soul which man does not shudder at 
the thought of losing— not a virtuous enjoyment which? 
he does not wish to carry with him beyond the grave 
— ^not an acquisition that ennobles or adorns him which 
he would not impress with ^the seal of eternity. T&c 
voice of die Creator speaks in the soul of the being 
whom he has made, and inspires the hope that he is 
immortal* But^ alas I that voice is^ only faint and 
feeble. Immortality, an unmerited gift to a , fallen 
creature, tnust be assured by the express promise of 
him who alone caji bestow it The word of tihfe 
Author of our being must be the pledgCy that this 
being shall not be extinguished. 

Blessed be God— this word we have-*-God hadi 
spoken — ^^'The spirit shall return to him who gj^vc 
it." 

This, believer, is thy confidence and thy repicing^ 
Thy spirit returns to God — to God all glorious and 
aU good; who so loved thee as to give for thee his 
onljr begotten Sonj and who m the blood of his Sou 
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hath sealed the assurance that thou shalt be ever wkh 
Hm. Canst thou doubt whether in his pre^nce thou 
shalt be happy? Ah! the happjiness reserved for 
thee by thy God, thine eye hath not seen, ttune ear 
halh^ not heard, and thy heart cannot conceive. But, 

fFhen does the spirit enter on this state of complete 
felicity? 

There omnbt be ^ moment's doubt, that departed 
saints do not enter cm the juU fruition of bliss im- 
mediately on their release from the body. In what 
does this fulness of bliss consist? In the union of the 
purified spirit with the glorified body. But until the 
voice of the Son of God calls to the corruptible to put 
on incorruption, and the mortal immortality, that body 
is confined to the tomb, embraced by corruption, 
mingled with the dust Admission to heaven, the 
place of the vast umverse oi God, where the vision of 
his glory, more immediately displayed, shall constitute 
the eternal felicity rf the redeemed, does not take 
place, according to the sacred writings, until the judg- 
ment at the great day ; when the body, raised incor- 
ruptible and glorious, shall be united to the soul, 
purified and happy. While the. soul is separate from 
the body, and absent fit)m that heaven which is to be 
her eternal abode, she cannot have attsuned the perfec- 
tion of her bliss. 

Will the privileges of believers be greater than those 
of their divine Head? His glory in heaven consists 
in the exaltation of his human nature-f-of his glorified 
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body in union with his perfect spurit. But m the 
interval between his death and his resurrection, his 
body was embalmed by his discipleSi washed with 
their tears, and guarded in Ae sepulchre by his enemies. 
His spirit therefore was not in heaven until he ascended 

I V 

thereafter his resurrection. "Touch me not," said 
he to Mary Magdalene, when he had risen fiom the 
dead, " for I have not yet ascended to your Father 
" and my Father, to your God and my God."* Our 
blessed Lord, in his human nature, was not in heaven 
until after his resurrection. And will a privilege be 
conferred on the members which was not enjoyed bf 
the Head? " This day Uiou shalt be with me in 
** Paradise," was his language to die penitent thief 
associated with him at his cruci&xi(»>-4n Paradise, not 
in heaven ; for the happiness of heaven supposes the 
happiness of the whole man, of his sou} united to his 
body. But on that day in which the Saviour a^iired 
the penitent subject of his mercy that he should be 
with him v\ Paradise, the body of the c«e was con- 
signed to corruption, and the body of the odaer to tbe 
tomb. 

What then is the state of the soul in the period 
between death and the resurrection-^^tween her sepa- 
ration from the body and her re-unioH with it"'»-<be- 
tween her release from this her sMe df exile, and her 
admission to final and complete felicitf in her eternal 
home? 

*Joliaix.l7. 
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Is ^ in a state of unconsciousness? AH pro- 
bability is against the supposition. Consciousness 
seems a necessaiy attribute of spirit in a disembodied 
state. The temporary suspension of consciousness in 
the present life arises from that union of the soul with 
the body, which in many cases ccxitrols, and cl^ges> 
and suspends her .operations. 

But a state of unconsciousness is a state of oblivion 
-^and this must be an object of aversion to the happy 
spirit. In the present life indeed there is often an 
oblivion of care that corrodes, of adversity that, wounds 
the spirit*-K)r . that which, from the connexion of the 
body with the soul, is necessary to the renewed exer- 
tion of its powers, and to renewed enjo)Tnent. But 
when the soul, with her mortal tabernacle, has shaken 
oft' her sins and sorrows, this oblivion cannot be neces- 
sary; it must interrupt her enjoyment— it cannot there-* 
fi:H:e be assigned her in a state which, her probation 
being finished, is a state of reward and of Uiss. 

But, on this as on every other point connected with 
our spiritual interests, we are not left to speculation, 
and to a balance of probabilitiei^* What was the lan- 
guage of our blessed Lord to his p^itent companion 
on the cross ?-^^^ This day thou dialt be with me in 
« Paradise." But would this have been the language 
of cottsolfeition, of hope, of triumph, if Paradise be a 
state of oblivion ? Or can we for a moment indulge 
the idea^ that tiieJiuman soul of the blessed Jesus, sunk 
at death teto a slate of forgetfulness, which reduced it 
to a level with the body that was sleeping in the sepul- 
chre ? No ; his soul was actively engaged— engaged 
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in prosecuting that gracious scheme of redemption 
which occupied his life, which engrossed liis last mo- 
ments of agony, and which he relinquished not even 
with death. He "went," says the apostle,* "and 
" preached to the spirits in prison," to the spirits in safe 
keeping, " to the sometime disobedient," but finally 
penitent antediluvians, " in the days of Noah," who, 
though they were swept off in the deluge of waters, 
found, through the merits of the Lamb slain from die 
beginnmg of the world, a refuge from the flames of 
Tophet, from the surges of the burning lake. While 
his body was reposing in the grave, he went in his 
spirit and " preached," oc (as the word sigmfies) pro- 
claimedy the glad tidings, to the souls of the departed 
saints, of that victory over death which the Messiah, in 
whom they trusted, was to achieve ; and of that final 
redemption of the body and resurrection to glory, the 
hope of which constituted their enjoyment in the placo 
of the deputed. t 

♦ 1 Peter iii. 19, 20. 

t The above is the Interpretation of this very obscure passage, 
which is advanced and ' maintained with great ingenuity, force, 
and erudition, by Bishop Horsley, in his Sermon on ** Christ's 
^< descent into Hell." This interpretation gives no sanction, as 
fiifihop Horsley justly observes, to the doctrine of purgatory. 
Purgatory is considered as a place of punishment and purification 
for those who die under the guilt of sins of infirmity, from which 
they are delivered either when they have been sufficiently purified 
by suffering purgatorial pains, or by the efficacy of the ^masses 
which are said for them. There is no foundation for this doctrine 
in Scripture. At death the souls of the righteous and of th^ 
wicked go to a state, the one of happiness, and the other of misery, 
in the place of the departed ^ and there is no change in their static 
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( 
Could God, who is " the God of the living'* only, 

be styled emphatically " the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 

" and of Jacob,'* if their departed spirits did not live 

to him in a state of consciousness and enjoyment?* 

Did the holy apostle, who in labours and in sufferings 

died daily, and who daily was renewed by the hope of 

the glory prepared for him, look forward to a state of 

unconsciousness after death, when he desired to^' de^ 

4fctcept what arises from the complete eonsummation, in body as 
well as soul, of the happiness of the one in Heaven, and the 
misery of the other in (yEEwa) Hell. 

Christ proclaimed, to the spirits in prison, in a state of sedusion 
and separation, or, as the word may be translated, in uafe keeping^ 
the glad tidings of his. victory over death, of their final resurrection 
to glory. Were they previously in doubt as to these events — a 
doubt which must have been incompatible with their happiness? 
By no means. They died in the faith that the Messiah was to 
achieve this victory; and in this faith their spirits rejoiced. But 
Christ, when he descended to them, changed their faith in this 
event as/te/uf e, into faith in it as actually accomplished — and be 
thus cmjirmed the glorious hopes which they already enjoyed. 

But why are the antediluvians, those who were <^ sometime dis- 
'' obedient," but afterwards became penitent '^ in the days of 
<^ Noah/' selected as the peculiar objects of the Saviour's preach 
ing? ^'To this I can only answer," (says Bishop Horsley,) 
<< that I think I have observed in some parts of Scripture an 
'< anxiety, if the expression may be allowed, to convey distinct 
<< intimations, that the antedilu^vian soul is not uninterested in the 
'^ redemption and the final retribution." 

But for full answer on this point, and on many other inquiHet 
connected with this subject, the reader is referred to Bishop 
Horsiey's Sermon on Christ's descent into Hell, published at the 
end of his new translation of Hosea^ and in the volumes of hie 
sermons. 

« Matt. xxii. 82. 
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<* part and to be unth Christ," to be *< absent from the 
^' body and present w£tk the Lord?" 

No—beiiever, when thy soul departs from the body, 
she does not pass into that state of utter forgetfedness, 
wluch, even in the present scene df an and woe, thou 
dost dread as the greatest evil with which thou canst 
be visited* Thou wik go to a place of enjoyment^np- 
charactai2^ as the bosom of Abraham; because these 
thou wilt be Messed with the company of this Father 
of the Faithful, of patriarchs smd prophets, who dine 
all wai^ng their coosmnmation, the redemption of the 
body. Thou wilt go to Paradise — ^to diat place sepa- 
rate and invisibl&r-but where thou shalt be with Christ, 
and be present with th(p Locd; antidpaidng inconstant 
desire, in rapturous hope, die resuireetioh at die last 
day. Then he who holds the keys of death and hell 
shall say to Ay spirit— Go forth— be clothed upon 
with an house that is from heaven ; enter mto the yxf 
<^ thy Lord; inherit a kingdom prepared for thee from 
the foundation of the world. 

Yes — my fellow Christens — this is the joyful con- 
jldence with which we can meet the interesting in* 
quiry— 

What will become of the body when it is de^q^od 
by the ^irit that animates it ? 

Wteit can reason teach us here? She m^y indeed 
by analogy illustrate and confirm the ^QCtrine ^ tlu^ 
resurrection when it is revealed — but as an original 
truth, she knew nothing of it The tomb reedved, in 
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its dark embrace, the mouldering body ; and there 
was no light that dawned on the night of the grave. 
" Blessed thett, be the God and Father of our Lord 
" and Savioui* Jesus Christy who hath begotten us to 
" a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
** the dead.^'* He is "the first fruits of them that 
slept''t-*-:rod at the great harvest at the last day, 
those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. "J 
— ^The body, soWn in corruption, shall be raised in 
incorruption^'-'-sown in dishonour, it shall be raised in 
glory — sown in weakness, it shall be raised in power — 
sown a natural body, it shall be raised a spiritual 
body. — ^Blessed, Uessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath begotten us to this 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 

How is all this to be effected? By that mighty 
power which raised up Christ fix>m the dead. Here 
w^ take our stand--K>n the omnipotence of God-^and 
defy every attack against the doctrine of the resurrec* 
lion. We laugh to scorn ail attempts to wrest froni 
m our hope, through a suppc^ed impossibility of the 
resurrection, as puny struggles against the omnipotence 
of God. Did he not at first eonstruct a human form 
fttmi the dust of the earth ? Did he not breathe into 
9i mass of clay the breath of life ? And when he again 
^p^aks^ shall it not be done f Can he not again brin^ 
bone to its bon^^ i^new to hs wiew, flesh to its flesh? 
Fdtt* nc^ ChrifitiaH ! thy dust may be scattered to the 

♦ 1 Pel. 1. 8. il Cinr. iv. 20. 1 1 TbeJs. iv. U. 
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winds of heaven — But thy God is there. It may re- 
pose in the lowest abysses of the grave — ^He is there. 
It may dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea — Even 
there his hand shall lead thee, his right hand shall hold 
thee, and bring thee f(xth, incorruptible and glorious, 
like unto that body which now receives the homage 
of the angels around the throne. Fear not — ^thy Re- 
deemer is almighty ; and thou shalt be raised at the 
last day. 

Let us comfort one another with these words — 

Our venerable Father has gone. In the bosom of 
Abraham, in the paradise of God, in the custody of 
the Lord Jesus, his soul reposes; waiting in peace 
and joy its ^' perfect consummation and bliss in God's 
" eternal and everlasting glory." Soon the sentence 
that sin has brought on the whole human race is to 
be pronounced on the revered remains brfore us— 
" Earth to earth — ashes to ashes — dust to dust." 

But, he liv^ with us in the memory of his virtues. 
Let us recall and cherish th^m. Let us keep him a 
little longer with us—not as of late when languishmg 
under disease he gradually lost that engaging expres* 
sion which had so eminently characterized him, until 
he at l^st sunk in the darkness of death--^But let us 
view him such as you, people of the congregation, 
beheld him, when he appeared among you as your 
Pastor— such, as we, my brethren, beheld him, when 
he exercised over us his paDtemal zaihority. 

I should indeed violate that simplicity which in a 
high degree adorned him, if I were to indulge in the 
language of inflated panegyr ick* Simplicity was his 
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distinguishing vir^e. He was unaffected-— in his tem- 
pers, in his actions, in every look and gesture. Sim* 
plicity, which throws such a charm over talents, such 
a lustre over station, and even a celestial loveliness 
over piety itself, gave its insinuating cpburing to the 
talents, the station, and the piety, of our venerable 
Father. But it was a simplicity accompanied with 
uniform prudence^ and wi^ an accurate knowledge of 
human nature. 

A grace allied to simplicity, was the meekness that 
adorned him — ^a meekness \vhich was *< not eaaly 
** provoked" — ^never made an oppressive display of 
talents, of learning, or of station — and condescended to 
the most ignorant and humble, and won their confi- 
d^ce; while associated with dignity, it commanded 
respect and excited affection, in the circles of rank and 
affluence. And it was a meekness that pursued the 
dictates of duty, with firmness and perseverance. 

His piety arising from a lively faith in the Redeemer 
whom he served, and whose grace he was commis- 
luoned to deliver, warmed as it was by his feelings, 
was ever under the control of sober judgment A 
strong evidence of its ^cerity was, its entire freedom 
from every thing like ostentation, tt did not proclaim 
itself at tiie comers of the streets — ^it did not make 
boastful pretensions, or obtrude itself on the public 
gaze^— but it was displayed in every domestic, every 
social, every public relation. It was not the irregular 
meteor, glittering for a moment, and then sinking in 
the darkness, from which it was elicited; but the 
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si^He and ^eady light that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

lit rose to public Confidence and rest>ect, and to 
general esteem, ^lely by the force of talents and 
iK^orth. In the retirement c^ a country village, the 
pl^ce of his nativity, he commenced his literary career^ 
and he pnois^cutisd it in the public seminary cf this 
city, and subsequent^ in his private ^udies, until he 
became the finished scholar, and the well fonushed 
divine. ' - ~ 

This city wais the only scene of his parochial lalx^nL 
ilere he cothmenced, and here he has closed his mfans- 
terial life.* 



* Bishop Moore was bom October 5, 1748, at Newtowo, himg* 
Island. He went to school in Newtown, aad afterwards in New- 
York, in order to prepare for entering King's (naw Columbia) 
College, where he graduated* 

He pursued his studies, aftei' he graduated, at Newtbwni nnder 
the dirtetioki of Dr. Aiichrauty, Rector of Trmity Chovch ; Imd 
he was engaged some years in teaching Latin and Greek to the 
sons of several gentlemen in New* York. 

He went to England in May, 1774; was ordained Deacon^ 
Friday, June 24, 1774, ib the chapel of the Episcopal piataefe kt 
Fdlham, by Richard Terrick, Bishop of Lottdon, and Pfirni, 
Wednesday, June 29i 1774, in the same pkc^, by the aame 
Bishop. 

After his return from England he officiated in Trinity Churck 
and its chapels, and was appointed, with the Rev. Mfr. Bonirden, 
(now Dr. Bowdeh, of Columbia Coltege) an Asftlst^at Mlmst«r «f 
Trinity Church; Dr. Auchinuty bein^ Rector^ and afterw^ds 
Dr. f ngiis, since Bishop of Nova-Scotia. 

Ota the resignation pf Bishop Provoost, Dr. Mooj^ was ap- 
{loiAted Rector of IVSnity Chmh, l>«cember 22, 1800. fife #ks 
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People of the congregation! you have seen him, 
regular and fervent, yet modest and humble^ in per^ 
Sorming the services of the sanctuary. You cannot 
have foigotten that voice of sweetness, and of melody, 
yet of .gravity and solemnity, with which he excited 
while he chastened your devotions; nor that evangelical 
eiloquence which, gentle as the dew of Hermon, in** 
sinuated itself mto your hearts. 

I£s love for the Church was the paramount principle 
that animated him. He entered on her service in the 
time of trouble. Steady in his principles, yet mild 
«Evl prudent in advocating them, while he never sacri- 
ficed consistency, he never provoked resentment. In 
proportion as adversity pressed upon the Church, was 
the firmness of the affection with which he clung to 
her. And he lived until he saw her^ in no inconsider- 
able degree by his counsel and exertions, raised from 

imaiitmoiisly elected Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of New«Tork, »t a special Convention, in the city of 
]New-Yprk| ^ptember 5, 1801; aad was consecrated Bishop at 
Trenton, New- Jersey, in St. Michael's Church, Friday, September 
11, 1801, by the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, Pre- 
siding Bishop; th^ Right Rev. Bishop Clagget, of Maryland; and 
the Bight Bey. Bishop Jarvis, of Connecticut. 

J^^ ^Hf atUicked b|y a parsdysis, ip February, 1811; and for th^ 
last two or three years repeated attacks gradually weakened and 
disabled him, until he expired, at his residence at Greenwich, near 
New-York, on Tuesday evening, the 27th of February, 18l6> in 
ihefiOth year of his age. The duties of the Episcopal office in 
this diocese have been discharged by the author of this address as 
AsaiMaDt Bishop, since his eonsecvation, in May, 1811. [18l6. 
And after the decease of Bishop Moore he became ^sole Bishop 
of the diocese.] 
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the dust, and putting on the garments of glory and 
beauty. 

It was this affection for the Church which animated 
his Episcopal labours — which led him to leave that 
family whom he so tenderly loved, and that retirement, 
which was so dear to him, and where he found, while 
he conferred enjoyment, and to seek in remote parts 
of the diocese for the sheep of Christ's fold. I know 
that his memory lives where I have traced the fruits 
of his labours. 

My brethem of the Episcopal clergy ! I need not 
tell you how much prudence, gentleness, and affection, 
distinguished his Episcopal relation to you. 

We are not without many recent monitions of that 
summons which we shall all receive — Give an account 
of thy stewardship. A Presbyter whose worth and 
usefulness, from his vicinity to us, are well known, 
has been recently taken from us.* But a few months 
since, and thb temple witnessed your attendance on the 
last solemn offices of a venerable Father.f The re- 
mains of another are now before us. With the excep- 
tion of one, J to whom we still look with reverence, 
who was the companion of his youth, the associate of 
his early labours, and the sympathizing friend of his 
old age, he is the last in this diocese of those venerable 
men who derived their ordination from the Parent 
Church, and whose characters are marked by attach- 
ment to evangelical truth in connexion with prihiitive 

^ The Rev. Elias Cooper, Rector of St. John's Chuidb^ Yonkers. 
t The Right Rev. Bishop Provoost^ 
t The Rev. Dr. Bowden. 
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ordet. My hrethreh — ^let not their, principles descend 
with them to the grave. Soon our course ivill be 
finished; our account will at the great day be demand- 
ed ; and how awful the responsibility of those to whom 
Christ hath mtrusted the charge of " the sheep for 
'^ ,whoth he shed his blood, of the congregation which 
" is his spouse and body." 

People whom I see before me ! you have an account 
to render-^-an account of die use which you have made 
of your talents, your time, your privileges; of the 
means of grace mid salvation* Animating is the re- 
flection that to the i^rvant who faithfully emj^oys the 
talents intrusted to him, there is a remrrectian ofUfcp 
But let us remember — Blessed |esu&— let us remem- 
ber, and by a living faith ky hdd (m thee as our 
refuge — ^thou hast declared^ tberib is the resurfecHon 
ijfdanmaJtiaru 
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STATE OP DEPARTED SPIRITS, 
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DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HEIX. 



X HE authoi* of the preceding address having beetf 
^ naturally led, in the consideration of the ihquiiy con- 
cerning the condition of the soul after its departure 
from the body, to introduce the doctrine of a separate 
state between death and the resurrection, it seems pro- 
per more fully ta explain and establish the sentiments 
advanced on this subject. 

He has reason to believe that the doctrinfe is n6t ge- 
nerally understood ; and that, therefore, it is regarded 
by many as a doctrine of little importance, and of 
curious speculation only ; and, by others, as a danger- 
ous novelty, nearly allied to the tenets concerning pur- 
gatory held by the Church of Rome. 

It shall therefore be its object to showj 

I. That it is a doctrine of the Church of England^ 
and of the Protest^t Episcopal Church. 

II. That it may be traced to the apostolic age. And^ 

III. That it is clearly revealed in the sacred writings* 



^ Tke State of the Departed. 

The doctrine is — ^that die souls rf men do not 
go immediately t& &avenf the place of final bliss, 
nor to Jffellf At place of final torment, but remain 'm 
a state of enjoyment or misery in the place of the 
departed,* mitil the resurrection at the last day; 
Vfhsnf their bodies being united to their souls, tiiey 
are advanced to complete felicity or woe in Heaven or 

HeU,t 

L Thb is a doctnne of llie Church of England, and 

of the Brotestant Episcopal Church. 

In the rubric before the Apostles' Creed, in the 
American Liturgy, k is stated that the words, « He 
"went into the fik^ of departed spirits j^ are con- 
sidered as words of the same mesming with ^ He de- 
« scended into jffell.^ 

In the prayer for Christ'^s Church militant in the 
communion service, we are taught to beseech God 
that *^ we, with all Haose who have dqmrted this fife in 
^ his faUh and fear, may be partakers of bis heavenly 
<^ kuigdom.^" The haj^iness of heaven is here con^ 
sidered as a future event in respect to those departed,. 
as well as to ourselves* 

In like manner^ in the prayers of the boriat service, 
we beseech Almighty God that "we, with all those 
** wha are departed in the true faitfi of his holy name, 
** may have our perfect consummation and bKss botk 
^ in body and souly m his eternal and everlasting 

^ Styled in the tVew Testament «^;y hades, or Hdl; in the 
sense of an invisible plaee. 

t Styled yitvM, gdienna, also in Hie New TestauMnt traadateil 
flefl^ denoting a place of tomenf » 
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glory/' The &ithful who are departed have not t^et 
Iheir perfect consummation and bliss both in body and 
soul. 

. IL This doctrine has been mamtained by a series of 
Protestant divines eminent for learning and piety, and 
may be traced to the apostolic age. 

Dr. Campbell, of the Presbyterian Church.of Scot- 
land, and fwrneriy Principal of Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, in a very learned dissertation prefixed to 
his *^ translation of the four gospels," on the words 
^^ ihn and yiinptf," maintains and vindicates this doc* 
trine of an intermediate ^tate. His arguments on this 
pdbt are full, clear, forcible, and conclusive. 

Dr. Macknight, of the same Church, the author of a 
Harmony of the Gospels^ and of a JVew Translation of 
the Epistka^ with a Commentary and A/bteSj in various 
parts of die latter work msdntains, that the righteous do 
not enter on the bliss of Heaven until the final judg- 
ment, and of course that they must, in the interval, 
alnde in a separate place. In a note on Hebrews xi. 40, 
he obsorves, ** The apostle's doctrine, that believers are 
*< all to be rewarded together^ and at the same time, \^ 
'^ agreeable to Christ's declaration, who told his dis- 
^' ciples that they were not to come to the place, he was 
^* IP^g ofway to prepare for them^ till he retumedjrom 
" heaven^ to carry them to it." John xiv. 3 — " If I 
M go and prepare a place for you^ Izvill come again and 
'^ receive you unto myself^ that where lam^ there ye 
^< may be alsoJ^'^TwrtbcTf that the righteous are not to 
be rewarded till the end of the worlds is evident fi*om 
Christ's words, Matthew idii. 40, 43. — In like manner, 
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St Peter hath told us, that the rijghteous are to he 
made ghd with their reward, at therevektion of Christy 
1 Peter iv. 13, whqn they are to receive a crown of 
gloryj thdt fadeth not away^ 1 Peter v. 4»— John also 
tells us, that; when he shaU appear y we shall be made like 
him; for we shall see him as he w, 1 John iii. 2- See 
Whitby's note on 2 Tim. iv. 8. — This determination, 
not to reward the ancients without us, is highly pro- 
per : because the power and veracity of God will be 
more illustriously displayed in the view of angel^ and 
men^ by raising the whole of Abraham's seed from the 
dead at once, and by introducing, them into the hea^ 
venly country in a body, after a public acquittal at the 
judgment, than if each were made perfect separately at 
thetr death* 

If the righteous are not to be rewarded till the end of 
the world with ihe glories of heaven, their spirits must 
remain before that event in some separate place. 

Dr. Doddridge, in several passages of his comitien- 
tary, shows his belief in this doctrine.* He paraphrases 
the text, (Acts ii. 27,) " Thou wilt not leave my soul 
" in lieW^ — ^thu&— " Thou wilt not leave my sotd^ while 
" separated from the body, in the unseen worlds And 
in a note observes, that " «*»$, (hades) is generally put 
" for the state of separate spiritSy^ into which he con- 
siders that Christ descended* 

In a note of Ridgeley 's Body of Divinity , the Ameri- 
can editor, the.Rev. Dr* JamesP. Wilson, of the Pres- 
byterian Church, states, very correctly, that the HelKCW 

* Notes on Heb. xt. 40: 2 Tim. iv. f • 
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fiild Greek words translated -Hi?// in the passage, "thou 
^* wilt not leave my soul in Hell," (Psalm xvj. Actsii.) 
" are each taken for the invisriible wbrld, or separate 
" state of the good as well as evily both in the Old and 
<* New T^taments ; and this was thought by Jews 
" and Gentiles to he under the surface." Christ's de- 
scent into Hell, he observes, therefore, means, that 
" his soul, when separated from his body, was inime- 
** diately with iht separate spirits who are happy, and 
*' so said to be in Paradise. But whether above or 
" below the surface, is unimportant.*'* 

It is evident from his commentary on Matthew xi. 
23, and on Acts ii. 27, that Dr. Adam Clarke con- 
isic^ers that there is a separate place of departed spirits. 

There is no doubt that the Rev. John Wesley, the 
founder of the sect of which Dr. Clarke is so distin- 
guished a clergynian, maintdns this opinion. In his 
** Notes upon the New Testament," on Acts ii. 27 ; 
Rev. i. 18; vi. 8; xx. 13, 14, he unequivocally 
avows k. On Rev. i. 18 — "I have the keys of hell 
" and of death," he observes, " that is, the invisible 
" world ; the body abides in death, and the soul in 
" hades.^^ Rev. xx. 13 — ^^ And death and hell gave 
** up the dead that were in them," he explains — 
** Death gave up all the bodies of men, and hades ^ 
** (hell) the receptacle of separate soulsy gave them up 
" to be reunited to their bodies." 

Of the Protestant Episcopal Church— ihtre is a ser- 
mon of the late Bishop Seabury, of Connecticut, on 

* Ridgeley's Body of Divinity, Am.ed; vol. ii. p. 440, 441, note. 
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^^ Christ^s descent into Hell," in which thepriiicipd 
arguments in support of the existence of a separate 
place of departed spirits are dearly and condsdy ex- 
hibited. 

In his Lectures on the Catechism^ (P^g^ ^^O Bishop 
White, of Pennsylvania, observes, *^It «omes in the 
^^ way in this place to notice a very common error 
^^ which has even crept into the publib confessions of 
" some churches ; as if the beatific vi^n of holy per- 
<< sons, or their being in Heaven, took place on the dis- 
<< solution of the body. This is not scriptural* Doubt- 
<^ less such persons are in peace, in some state answer- 
** ing to thejiguratwe terms of ♦ Paradise ^^ and ^Abra^ 
^* ham^s bosom;'* with a measure of bliss^ answering td 
^^ what St. Paul must have implied, when he spoke 
" of * the spirits of just men made perfect.' Still, they 
^ have not yet reached the state intimated by the sam« 
^< apostle, where he speaks oi being < cbthed upon 
'Vwith our house which is firom heaven.' And the sen^ 
^ timent here expressed is sustained by our Church, as 
^< in many places, so especially when she prays m the 
^^ burial service, for < perfect consummation and bliss 
** both in body and soul.' But she no where speaks of 
*^ passing immediately from this world to Heaven.^^ 

Of the Church of England-^e present Bishop of 
Lincoln,* Dr. Tomline, (formerly Pretty man J in his 
exposition of the 3d article concerning Christ's descent 
into Hell, conifers, that by this is meant, ** that in the 
^ intermediate time," between his death and his resur- 

^ Now Bishop of Winebestcr, 19S,4. 
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rection, ^* his soul went into the common receptacle of 
^^ departed spirits.^^ 

Dr. Scott, in his Fainily Bible, in his commentary oa 
the 16th Psalm, verse 10, and on Acts ii« 27» speaks 
without hesitation of a separate place of departed spi* 
rits between death and the resurrection. 

Dr. Magee,* the celebrated author of ^^ I^scourses 
<^ and Dissertations on the Doctrines of Atonement and 
" Sacrifice,'' in a very learned note (page 346, &c.) of 
that wc»'k, msdntains the existence of a region of de^ 
parted spirits — of an intermediate state of the soul be* 
t\i;een its departure from this world and some future 
state of its being. 

This doctrine is maintained with his usual acumen* 
force, and erudition, by Bishop Horsley, in the sermon 
quoted in the preceding address^ (Xi Christ's Descent 
into HelL In this sermon he maintains the position that 
Christ " descended to Hell properly so caUed, to the 
*' invisible mansion of departed spirits, and to that 
<* part of it where the souls of the faithful, after they 
*< are delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy 
*< and felicity."t In the notes on his commentary oo 
Hosea, the same doctrine b advanced. 

The eloquent and pious Bishop Home, in his com- 
mentary on the 10th verse of the 1 6th Psalm, main* 
tains the doctrine of the place of departed spirits. ** Al* 
*^ though our mortal part must see corruption, yet it 
<< shall not be finally left under the power of the enemy, 
<< but shall be raised again and reunited to its old 

* Now Archbishop of DabliBi 1824. t Ser. vol. ii. p. 91* 
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^^ coRq)aiiios the soul^ which exists meanwhite iri secret 
" and undiscemable regionSy there waiting for the day 
^ whdi ks Redeemer shall triumph over corruption ia 
^ his mystkal) a^ he has already done in his natural 
*^ body-** , 

Archbishop Seckerj in his Leietures on the tatc- 
ehism, (Lect 9,) explaining the desceitt into HeD^ ob- 
tierves— ** The most common meanings not only among 
** heariiens, but lews^ and the first Ghristiansi of the 
^ word Hadesi \fcr6 translated I^ltj vl^ in general that 
** mbisiblt wordy one part ot another of which, Ae 
" souls dFthfe deceased, whether good or bad, inhabit." 
^ In what part erf" space, or of what niiture that recepta- 
** ek hj in which the s^uh tf men continue from their 
<* ^i^th tiil they rise agaihy we stcaree know at all ; ex- 
" ecptkig, that \vt arfe sure it is divided infe two ex-* 
*« Iremely ffiffemit r^icKKSy the dwelling of the ri^tfe- 
" 6tfc&, feallid in St. Luke Mrahim'i Besotny wher^ 
*< Ijozbrus was ; and that dF the wicked ^ where iflie 
" rich man v^is!^; between wkkh there is a great gu^h 
^^Jbcedi. And ifre haVe no proof that our I^Viour went 
^^ on any account into tfie latt^ ; but sinc6 he toM die 
** penitent thief that Ai^ sA(n//rf 6^ thalt ^ykvithhitn in 
** paradise y we are certain he was i* tfie formfir ; where 
•* thet/y which die in the Ijordy rest j^drh their labtiurs, 
" tocl are blessed; waiting fi* a stUl thtirepirfiet hap-^ 
m^ess di the re^urrecUSh of the ittsi dAifi^^ 

Tht acute arid leskntd « afirthor 6f ffifc EVidAlcei of 
« KattH^ arid ReVdildd Religion,^ Dn SiAnM Cfaiie, 
Rector of St. f ame^'s, Westminster, in his " Exposi- 
«'titih of tbd CXurch C^)!et)6^,^^^ «ii|dai^^^ Word 
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HeU in the Creed to mean *' the invisible state of de* 
** parted souls.'' 

Sir Peter King, in his " Critical Histcn^y of the Apos* 
f* ties' Creed,'' proves, a* some length, and with great 
clearness and force, the existence dPa place of departed 
spirits, into which Christ descended, in the kteryal be- 
tween his death and his resurrection. 

Among the ^ermon^ c^ the famous Bishop Bull, the 
Jeamed author of the Defence af the Mcene FaUh, is a 
serinon on *^ the middle state of happiness or miseiy,'' 
which he explains and defends in the foUowvag iterois*^ 
^< The souU of all ih&faUfiful, imo^ately istftardeath, 
^^ enter into a piace and state <f &/»«, far e^ceecbog al} 
^< tbe felif:ities of this worl^t tlvntgh ^mt^ihat most 
<^ cpnsummate perfect beaiHuie oflbe JS^iiffgitm^&a* 
ff pen with which they are to be crowned aiid jewarded 
i^ in the resurrection. And so, <in the contrary, the 
^yfouk of all the xvicke^ sffc, presen% s^r death, in a 
^f 9iate of very great misery; ^nd y^ dreading %/ar 
k^ greater n^s&ry ^t the day of j^dgment.''^ " All good 
^< fffin, without exception, ^sare, in the wbde interval^ 
^> bfhpeen their death and resurrection^ 9$ to their soids, 
^< '^^very happy condition; \»^ ^^th.e ns&urrocdon 
.^< jtl^y sh^ fa^ yet more happy ^ feceiying then their fuH 
SS' fey/^cdj th/eir per^Gt consunun^ii of l^s«, both in 
>^ jK^ sf^ body, t^e mo«il: perfjs^ ^im they are capa- 
»li|e of, according to % ij^v^ df^frees of virtue, 
^< through &^ fr§ce of Gq(| o|i ibfjf endeavours, at- 
^^PiseA iff tl^qs in ^ %• On 4)e other side^ all 

t^a^lHS^ W^^pAi, ^-i. I. i^i 108. 
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" the wiekedy as soon as they (fo, are very miserable as 
" to their souls; and shall be yet Jar more miserable both 
" in soul and body after the day of judgment^ propor- 
<^ tipnably to the measure of sins committed by tfieni 
** here on earth. This is the plavn doctrine of the Holy 
** Scriptures, and of the Church of Christ in its first and 
" best agest and this we may trast to."* 

Bishop Newton, the author of the ^^ Dissertations on 
^^ the Prophecies," maintains, at considerable length, in 
a dissertation in the 6th volume oi Ms works, this doc- 
trine of an kitermediate state. 

Bishop Pearson, in bis ** Commentary on the Creed,** 
(Art. 5,) observes — ^** As the sepulchre is appointed for 
*^ our flesh, so there is another receptacle^ or habitation^ 
" or mansion J for our spirits. From whence it fol- 
'* lowetb, that in death, the soul doth certainly pass by 
<^ a real motion from that place in which it did inform 
*< the body, and is translated to thatplace^ and unto tihat 
<* society, which God, of his mercy or justice, hath 
" allotted to it." " It will appear to have been the 
♦* general judgment of the Churchy that the soul of 
^ Christy contradistinguished from his body, was truly 
^^ and really earned imo those parts behw, where the 
^* souls of men brfore departed were detained; and by 
^^ such a real translation of his soul, he was truly 
^* said to have descended into Hell." " We must 
<< confess that the soul of Christ was in Hell, and no 
^^ Christian can deny it," saith St Augustine. 

Bishop Burnet observes, in hb ^^ Exposition'' of the 

* Bbiiop Bdl's Works, vd. i. p. 126, 127. 
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3d Article, Aat " by IfeU may be meant the invisibk 
** place to which departed souls are carried after their 
" death.^* And, therefore, that by our Saviour's soul 
descending into Hell, is meant " his soul being removed 
^^ out of his body, and carried to those unseen re^ons 
^^ of departed spirits, among whom it continued tiU his 
** resurrection.'* 

The pious and learned Bishop Taylor advances the 
same doctrine in various parts of his writings. In a 
sermon at the end of his " Worthy Comnmnicant,*' he 
observes — ^** In Ae state of separation^ the spirits of 
** good men shall be blessed and happy souls. They 
^ have an antepast, or taste of their reward ; but ihek 
" great reward itself, thdr crowti of righteousness, shall 
^* not be yet The confirmation of the saint's felicity 
^ shall be at the resurrection of the dead." 

Dr. Whitby, in many parts of his " Commentary,'' 
and particularly on 2 Tim. iv. 8, advances many argu- 
Tnents from Scripture, to prove that the final and com- 
plete happiness of the righteous does not take place 
until after the judgment at the great day. He considers 
the immediaite ascent of the soul to Heaven, after 
death, as an heresy contradicted by Scripture, and by 
the faith of the primitive ages. And he quotes numer- 
ous passages fit)m the Fathers to |»t>ve that the souls of 
good men remain till the day of judgment^ in a certain 
place out of Heaven^ expecting the day of judgment and 
retribution. 

The learned Bingham, in hb ^^ Christian Antiqui- 
^ ties," (book xv. chap. 3, sec. 16^) observes, diat it 
was the sense of the primitive Church, that ^^ the soul 
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'^ \^butinmt imperfect itate ofhapfimess titt the Desui:-^ 
<< rectipn^ when the wf^ num shaU obtain a coixip)etie 
^ victory mer deaths and, by the la^ ju^gmenl;, be es? 
^ tablisbed in ^n endless state of <;qtisi|iwnate h^pi^* 
^ ness aiid glory.*" 

The same dpcts^e of the separate state of departed 
spirits is advanced by Wheatley, the aultbor of the 
^* Commentary on the Book of Comnaop Prayer,'' and 
^y lordn, the author of '* Notes on ^Ecples^ast^ jEiis? 
<* tory,'* in their sermons. 

I>r. NichoUsy in 1^ '^ Commentary o? 4^ Boojc ^ 
^ Commoi;! Prayer," ^issms the same doctrine ; interr 
pcelkig the descent into |$eU, of Chrisit's descent into 
the place of separate ia&uU* 

Pn Wall, in h^s ^' Histoiy qt Infant Bajdsm," (part 
iL chap. 8,) goes at con^eraJble length jinto a ^temeiit 
of the doctrine. <4 the intfirmedktte ftate, and of the 
cpimcms (^ t}ie pri^ive Christians on th^ 

Pr. I^iKMQ^md, in Ms '* Annotations'^ on 2 Tim» 
i 109 <43seryeSTr-^> Jt is certsdn diat scm^ mea^ur^ qf 
^ blis9j which phalli, 9t die day of juc^ent, be vvouchr 
*^ s^ed the ^nti$, when4heir bodies and souls shall be 
^^ reunited, is not then enjoyed by them." 

There ^n be no doubt that the primifipe Chfirch 
iiekl ^^.is doctirine of the ii^ermediaite state. The ppi- 
pioi^ of Ae priouMve Fathers fure quoted by li^hx^p 
jPf^u^SGff^ on the Creed; by Whitl^ on 9 T^Av^v. 8 ; by 
Wall on Infant Baptism, part ii. chap. 8 ; and l^y Sju* Pi^y 
ter Kjng in his Critical ^toiy (pf .the i^pos^' ^reed. 
Tq tj^ jiiF9rk^,^a|i4 particularly |p the Jajtter, the inigui' 
^ye r«adfy ^ iidi»ied&r i^ $a ^ pqpji^t 
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in. The dobttifie of a pbce ofdipartid spirits, to 
whieh the souls of the righteous and the wicked go 
iifter deaths aiid whete they reiA^ m a state of bappi* 
hess or iiiiseiy, expecting thdr complete fdicity or vn^ 
in Hedveh or Hell, (y/mn^) after the resurrectictti at the 
last day, is a doetrhie of ScHpturet 

The leading sffguments from Scripture hsrve been 
already aUudtd to in die preceding addies&» It will be 
proper to recapitulate and aii^lify them* 

In reasoning upon this subject the principle will btt 
assumed, that^ with the existenee of aU created spirits^ 
is essentisAy ctxinected the id6a of i!!^df>y. They must 
exist in some place. For, as Bishop Horsley observes, 
(Ser. v(rf. ii. 89, 90,) " The soul existing after death, 
*< and separated from the bckly, though of a nature im* 
^' material, must be in some place : for however meta* 
*< phyacians may talk of place a^ one of the adjuncts of 
<< body, as if nodiing but gross fusible body could be 
*^ fimited to a place^ to e^tist with relation to place^ 
*^ seem^ to be one of the kieommunicable perfections 
^ of the dime Bring; and it is hardl}^ be c<»ieeived, 
'< that any created sjnrit, of however high an order, eaii 
*^ be wiftout locality, or without su^ determination of 
^< ite eiistehee at any given time to some certakt 
<« plaee, that it sAiall be true td say of it, < Here it is> 
^afidhdteisiwheit^.'" 

The following view of the state of the deputed iH 
also foiitided on thfe principle, ttidit the e&id beilveen 
ittM i0id the iteuTftetkn^ ik idt 6 ^tt^e tfimsciatisnesii 
Ttik cMitnoy s«lppositioii is incompatafaAe w«di the idea 
of wlddl ooMoiouteess seems to be a^ ins^* 
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rabie attribute. It is opposed by the uniform tenor of 
Scripture. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, all the patri- 
archs and saints who are depart^, are represented as 
" living unto God." Of course they must be in a state 
of conscious enjoyment M osies and Elias appear to 
our blessed Lord on the mount of transfiguration, and 
converse with him. The Saviour promised the peni- 
tent thief, immediately after death, the reward (^ Uiss 
with him m Paradise. And the apostle Paul, blessed 
with the oonsolatbns of the divine favour, and with the 
comf(»rts of .the Holy Ghost, lodked forward to his state 
after death, when he should ^^ be with Christ, and be 
" present with the Lord, as far belter." 

The apostle was not one of those philosophers who 
think that the soul cannot exercise its functions, inde- 
pendently of its corporeal companion. 

The expression sleeps or sleeping^ so frequently ap-^ 
plied in Scriptuix to the state of the dead, is evidently 
metaphorical ; derived from the resemblance between 
a dead body, and the body of a person asleep. The 
body is said figivatively to ^^ sleep in the dust of the 
** earth ;" expecting a resurrection at that ddy, when 
the dead, both small and great, shall be summcmed to 
stapd before God. Hence die words cemetery and 
dormitory f from the Greek and Latin words »^tM^ 
and dqrmiOf to sleep, are applied to the receptacles of 
the dead. 

The comparison betwem the state of the dead, and a 
state of sleep, is beautiful and appropriate. Sleep is 
that relaxati(xx from the toils and afflictions of life, that 
short suspension of the powers of corporeal sense and 
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ac^on, which are succeeded by a. more vigorous exer* 
cise of the animal and intellectual faculties* And so 
death) releasing us entirely from our conflict with the 
trials of this mortal existence, and suspending all the 
corporeal functions, is followed by a reviviscence of our 
whole natmre, m the active delights and unalloyed glo- 
ries oi the heavenly state* 

The term sleep, applied to the state of the dead, de- 
notes not uneensciousness^ but; a freedom from the cares 
and labours of Hfe ; and^ as it respects the righteous^ 
expresses comfortable enjoyment^ rest, security, and fe- 
licity. It is a phrase by which, in all languages, the 
state of the dead is denoted. And yet the popular be- 
lief among all nations, assigned consciousness and ac- 
tivity to the departed. 

In SlNB^ the SHEOL, or Hell, of the prophets Isaiah 
and Ezckiel,* the departed monarchs rise from their 
thrones to meet and to hail the kiqgs of Babylon and of 
Egypt. 

In the Um^ hades, or A^tf, of Homer, Ulysses, hav- 
ing trod " the downward melancholy way," converses 
with the shade of his n\other, and the *^ forms of war- 
" riors slain*"t And Virgil represents iEneas, in 
*^ faucibus orci,"J in the jaws of Hell, in the entrance 
of Orcus^ or the receptacle of the dead^ as encountering 
^* variarum monstra feramm," " of various forms un- 
^ numbered spectres." And having passed the bank 

* Isa. iiv. 9; Ezek. xxxi. xxxii. t Odyss. xl. 

t ^oeid vi. 273, 
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^^ irremeabilis und»," of the ^^ irremesd>le flood,'' he 
holds converse with the shades of the mighty dead. 



juvat asqae morari 



Et conferre gradum et Teniendi pbscere causas.* 

'^ The gladsome ghosts-^ 

'^ Del^ht to hover near, and long to know 

^^ What busbess brought him to the shades belew.'' 

The Jews and the heathens had no idea of the state 
of the departed as a state of insen^bility and inaction* 

There may be a metaphysical difficulty haw the soul 
can exist in an incorporeal state. But does not God» 
who is a Spirit^ exert an infinite intelligence and acti- 
vity, independently of material organs ? Did not Jesus,* 
the eternal Word, exist in the spirituality of the God- 
head before his incarnation ? Does not the Holy Spirit 
exert his quickening power without the aid of cor- 
poreal instruments ? Are not angels, those ministermg 
spirits f ever occupied in fulfilling the commands of the 
great Creator— -and what is there corporeal in them ? 
When we can account /low the itifinite and eternal per- 
sons of the Godhead, and how the countless numbers 
of angelic spirits act independendy of body, we may 
expect to determine in what mode the soul acts with<^ 
out the aid of corporeal organs. 

But can she not thus act ? Undoubtedly. Angelic 
spirits thus exert intelligence and activity. And the 
soul thus acts in her present state. Abstraction crften 
renders her forgetful of her corporeal companion, and 

• 

^j:n^vi.4S7. 
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almost independjBnt of bodily functioiis. While the 
body is locked m the benuinbing embrace of deep, &e 
soul wakes, the soul is active^ the soul dreams. And 
may there not be dreams in the sleep of death ! 

" Tp die, to sieepi^ — 
** To sleep! perchance to drtam.^ 

The sleep of the soul after death, in that sense which 
supposes it to be unconsdotis^ is a modem invention, 
unknown to the ancient popular creed of both Jews and 
heathens, repugnant tp reason, and cpntradicted by 
Scripture.* 

With these principles in view, that the soul exists 
cfter death in someplace ; and that she exists in a state 
qf consciousness ; the following are submitted, as con-' 
elusive ai^uments, from Scripture^ of the doctrine of 
the existence of departed spirits in a separate place ^ de^ 
nomated Hades^ or Hell^ between death and the resuT" 
rection. 

L The Scriptures uniformly represent that there is 
but one judgment at the last day, and that the souls of 
men are not allotted to Heaven or Hell until this final 
judgment. Previously to that event, then, the soul must 
be in some other place. See Matt. xxv. 31, 32; John 
v. 28, 29, and xii. 48 ; Acts xvii. 31 ; Rom. u. 16 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 1. 

II. The haziness of Heaven and the misery of 
Hell are represented in Scri{>ture as complete'^iht hap* 

* In the volumlss of the Orthodox Churchman's Magazine, pab- 
lished in England, there ure several pieces rela^ve to the inter* 
mediate statei and the ^endttiofi of the soul aft^ death. 
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pness or, miseiy both of soul and body. Matt xxr-- 
34, 41; 1 Cor. xv, 52, 53, 54; PhU. iii. 20, 21 j 
1 Thess. jv. 14, &c, ; 2 Thess- i. T, 8, 9. But until 
the resurrection at the last day, the body is subject to 
the embrace of corruption* Previous^ to the resur- 
recdcui, then, the righteous and the wicked cannot be 
in Heaven or Hell. They must be in some other 
place. Their state of happiness or misery must be 
different from its character in the final Heaven of hap- 
piness, and Hell of torment. 1 

III. The apostle asserts, that the saints of the patri- 
archal and Jewish dispensations have not yet arrived ta 
the full glory of which they, with the saints of the New 
Testament dispensation, will finally partake. Conse- 
quently, they cannot be in Heaven, the place of the 
final and perfect felicity of the saints. They must be in 
some sepatxite place j waiting for the perfection of their 
bliss. " Thesc,**^ Mkys he, {the saints of old,) " aD hav- 
" ing obtained a good report by feilh, received not the 
promise: God having provided some better tfiings for 
us, that Aey without us should not be made perfectJ^^^ 

Doddridge refers 'this perfection, winch the saints 
of old do not yet enjoy, but which they wHl inherit 
with us, to ihe glory of the heavenly state; interpreting 
the worlds they without us^ might not be made^erfect^ 
of God's " purpose of bringing all his children together 
<* to the full consummation of their hopes in Christ 
<^ Jesiis his Son, at the time of his final and triumphant 

" appearingJ't 

• r 

• Heb. xi. 39,40. f DocKhidge oaHek xb4(K. 
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• Whitby, in coincidence with the primitive Fathers, 
also maintains from this text, that the souls of the Old 
Testament saints, as well of those who have died under 
die Christian dispensation, are ^^not exalted to the 
" highest heavens;^* that they " had not received their 
"full reward, yea, that they w;ere not to expect it till 
" the day of judgment^'* 

M acknight, in his Commentary on the Epistles, 
advances the same sentiment, and refers to the argu- 
ments of Whitby as sustsuning it.t 

Wesley, in his notes on this passage observes — 
" Though they (the Old Testament saints) obtained a 
** good testimony, yet did not receive the great promise, 
" the heavenly inheritance— God having provided some 
" better thing for us, namely, everlasting glory, * that 
** they without us should not be made perfect,' that 
" is, that we might all be perfected together in Hea- 

As therefore these saints of old who are departed all 
live to God, for God is «* their God," and " God is not 
« the God of the dead, but of the living;'* and as they 
do not live in that state of final gloiy in heaven, on 
which they will not enter until the saints under the 
Gospel are admitted to it, at the judgment of the great 
day ; it follows, that all departed saints must live to 
God in some place separate from heaven^ anticipating 
mxhjoyfidhope their final glorificadon.) 

* Whitby on Heb. xi. 40. t Macknisfht on Heb. xi. 40. 

X Wesley on Heb. zi. 4a 

% The passage 1 Peter ill. 1 8, 19^ 20, rehtiTe to Christ's preach- 
ing to the spirits in prison, which was introduced in the preceding 
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scended in the interval between his death and his 
resurrection. 

The existence of a place called Hell, into which 
Christ descended, is not only asserted in the Apostles' 
Creed, but in the 3d Article of our Church— "As 
" Christ died and was buried, so also it b to be believed 
" that he went down into Hell" Bishop HcMdey ob- 
serves* — " The terms in which the RefcMrmers in this 
" Article state the proposition, imply that Christ's going 
" down into Hell is a matter of no less importance to 
" be believed, than that he died upon the cross for 
" men ; is no less a plain matter of fact in the histcny 
" of our Lord's life , and deaths than the burial of his 
« dead body." 

The doctrine advanced in this Article of the Creed 
iS) that after death, our Lord descended into Hell. 
This must refer to his soulj for his body rq)Osed in. the 
tomb. 

As existence in some place is essential to evety 
created spirit ^ the soul of Christ, after death, must have 
had a particular habitation. This could not be Heaven. 
There is not the least intimation in Scripture that our 
Lord ascended there, in the interval between his death 
and his resurrection. On the contrary, his ascen^on is 
always considered as taking place after his resuirection, 
in his perfect human naUire, body as well as soul. L^ 
the interval, therefore, between his death and his resur- 
rection^ the soul of our blessed Lord must have abided in 
some other place than Heaven. 

♦ Ser. vol. ii. $r. 
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There are two texts of Scriptui^ M^kh designate the 
name of thb place. 

The language of our hatd to the peniteint thief-^ 
" This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise,"* de- 
termines the fact, that the soul of the blessed Jesus after 
death went to some place, to which, as the habitation 
c^the departed spirits of the n^A^tfoz/^, the soul of the 
penitent thief was also admitted ; and this place is called 
Paradise* A vMxt particular explanation of this term 
will be given, when the meaning of the general term 
^^ Hetty ^ as denoting the place to i^hich our Lord de« 
scended, is explained. ^* Thou wilt not leave my soul 
" in HeU; nor suffer thy Holy One to see corruption,** 

This passage of the 16th Psalm is expressly applied 
by St. Peter (Acts ii. 27,) to our Saviour. According 
to this prediction, the soul of Christ was to be in Hell. 
But he was not in Hell before his death, neither was 
he there after his resurrection. It follows, that in the 
interval between his death and his resurrection^ his soul 
was inJSelL 

There is no escajmig from this conclusion, but by 
msdntaining, according to the opinion of sotne com* 
mentators, that the soul here meant, is. not his rational 
or spiritual soul^ but merely his animal soul or life; 
that soul in the Old Testament means soibethnes a 
dead body ; and that therefore the signification of the 
passage is, thou wilt not leiwe my life, my dead body^ 
inrthe grave; thou wilt raise me firom tfie dead. 

There is no doubt that the words ia the origjml 

* Luke xziiL 43. 
6 
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Hebrew and Greek, wUcfa are here trandated sand^ am 
used for the animal life, or the dead body of a man. 
But they at») denote the ratwial soul^ the soid properly 
' so Callied. 

The word tranfilated soul in the passi^ as it o^uis 
in the 16th Psalm, is ki &e original gffil, nephe^, aiK 
swering to the Greek i>;B«\ (Aete ii. 27.) It occord^ 
!Deut. vi. 5— "Thou shalt tove the Lord thy God 
** wtlh all thy heart, and widi all thy sotd^* (ntphntu} 
Here soul is evidently used in the sense of the r(aiaud 
$aulj of the soul or mmdj {HOperly so called; that prm* 
oiple within usr which thinks, and understands, and 
wUkj and exercise$ the powers, and focuities, and pro*> 
l^ensities oi our nature* The Hebrew word nephesh^ 
or souly^h used in the same significaticm m other pas- 
sages of the Old Testament.^ 

But our principal concern iis With the meaidng 6f 
tHe Greek term ^;^, coirespondii^ to twphesh* U 
&ift 18 ilaed by the writers, of the New Testam^it ta 
denote the rational and immortal soul; asv St. Petet 
tendered the Hebrew wond f^nepheskj l^ diis term; 
it will folbw that he understood soul in ^s pasisage of 
the rational and immorttd soul of Christ. The fiollow^ 
ing passage establishes die use of the word 4^4^ 09 
soul) to denote die rationat and immotialpariqfouf 
nature: " Fear not Aem which kill the body, but at^ 
" not able to kOI die soul {^4^x4) ; \mt rather fear btiq 
" which ii» able to destroy both soul (i^9>$ij^) and body 
« in hell,**^(v/«f»«, gehenmy fiot &^^ Matt. at. 8%) diat 

* Dait. ir. 29 ^ fMHi kziv. 4| &c 
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|9» to punish in the torments of heU the tpirkual and 
immortai part of man as well as his corporesd nutor^. 
It is applied to the human ^ul Or spirit, as dbtin- 
guisfaed from his bo^ in other passages of Scrip- 
tore.* 

Since, then, the words translated soul are asf»l in the 
original to denote the spiritual and immortal part of 
taian, we ^^e justified, unless some suSicient reasons 
itfe assigned to the contraiy, in thus interpreting them, 
HI the passage which apes^ of the jeou^ of ^m- bless^ 
Lord not being kfit in Hell. 

* Matt. xi. 29; Matt. xxvi. S8 ; John xii. 27. Schl«usner o>- 
serves (Lex. art. -^x^ ^0 ^^^^ ^^^ words translated heart and 
miiMf, spirit and soul, are often joined without reference to any 
sabtk (fifltinction in Aeir meaoSng* Sfockins gives ammus, tke 
rational and iaielUgent soul, as one acfiaptatioa of tbe wdrd 

Homer uses -i^xf ^^ d^enote that part of man which remains 
tfter death, thus, in his Odyssey (book xi. 5S€, ^^9i) where 
ihysaes describes ids visit to the ki&rnal regions, ^ \tfx?^ AiakOdto;^^ 
Mima ^E!acid^, or as we would say, the goul of Achilles; and 
^ >l<v;6»2 vi^vwy," anim^ mortuorum^ tbe S9^ of the dead, are 
the terms by which the dead are distinguished. Virgil uses the 
term animaj corresponding to ^vxi^ in the same sense. IHius, 
^JCn. id. 2§^) ^ imperium animarum,'' the empire of GAo^ts, or,^ 
as we wMdd say, of departed wuls. ^'Quidve petunt anim<s^^ 
What do the Qho^ desire? or, as we would say. What do t^ 
departed souls desire ? 

^vx^ is applied to the spiritual and immortal part of man, by 
Ae Greek Fathers. Suker, in las Thesaurus, states diat Ihb word 
is ^ippk^e^ by tbem la its pi^oper sigoi^cirtion to denote the 
rationed soul, the most noUe.and exceUent part of man, spiritual 
and immortal. He quotes numerous examples of this signification 
of the word froaa the Citvek fathers. 
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There are tbe most decisive reasons to justify ^tiSs 
interpretation. For, 

1. If the soul in this passage does not mean the 
sfiiriiual and immortal part of man, but is synonymous 
with animal life or dead body, the obvious meaning of 
the passage, as referring to the two distinct parts of the 
human nature of Christ, is lost The last clause of 
the passage b not a repetition of the former; there is 
«n (^position between them, so far as that they convey 
distinct meanbgs^ and refer to different things. '* Thou 
*< wilt not leave my soul in Hell; neither wilt thou suffer 
^* thy Holy One to see cqnnption." But if soul refers 
to the dead body, or to the animal life, the force of the 
passage is entirely lost. If this were the sense of the 
words, as Bishop Burnet observes,* ^' there will be no 
^ opposition in the two parts of diis period ; the one 
«* will be only a redundant repetition of the other. 
^' Therefore it is much mcx'e natural to think, that this 
^' other branch concerning Christ's soul being left in 
** Hell, must relate to that which we commonly under^ 

stand btf souU\ If then his *' soul was not left in 

Qell^ from thence it plainly follows, that once it was 
^^ in Hell, and by consequence that Christ's soul de- 
" scended into HelL" Bishop Burnet considers this 
text as " unquestionable authprity that pur Saviour's 
" soul was in Helt" 

King, in his ^* Histcxy of the Apostle's Creed," ^ves 
the s^me ap^dication to the word soul; ob^erving^ 

^ Exposition of Ibe Artidea^ Ajrt. ill* 
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** Although the word soul may, by a metonymy, be 
" taken in Scripture for the fiorfy, yet it cannot ie so\ 
^* understood when it is placed in opposition to and con- 
^* tnsdtstinctim Jrom it^ as in this text it is."* 

2. According to the interpretation which is here 
opposed, there is no account given of the souf of Christy 
m the interval between his death and his resurrection — : 
the whole pai^sage merely affirms the condition of his 
body. But if the former clause of the passage be in- 
terpreted of the soul or spiritual part of the, hunian 
nature of Christ, as the latter undoubtedly is of his 
body, there is then a full account of the condition of 
both parts of his nature. His soul was in Hell^ but not 
left there— his body in the grave^ but did not see cor- 
ruption. 

3. It is evident, that some part of the human nature 
of the blessed Jesus, called his souly was to be left in 
some place called HeU. ^*Thou wilt not leave my 
** soul in Hdl; ndther wilt thou suffer thy Holy One 
<* to see corruption." His body was to be in the grave, 
but was not to see corruption, his souIwbs not to be 
left in Hell. But if soul means merely his animal life, 
this not being a distinct subsistence, there was no part of 
his nature in Hell. Soul must therefore refer to some 
distinct part of tlie human nature of our blessed Lord, 
which was not left in Hell. The term soul (^vxi) can- 
not mean his body ; it cannot mean his animal lije^ 
which was no distinct subsistence: it must mean his 
soul properly socalled^ the spiritual and immortal part 

^ * History of tbe Apostle's Creed, Art Descent into Hell. 
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4of bis humaib natiure. This, his jat//, prapisrly so eaffedy 
iK^s in Hell^ but was not left there. 

4. This passage was understood of the descent of 
th^ rational and inteUeetual soul of Christ into HeU, by 
the primhive Church. Bishop Fearsoni tn his learned 
work on the Creed, observes,* that it ivas ** the geno'sl 
** judgment of the Church, that the. soul of Christ con- 
tradistinguished fcom his body, that better and more 
noble part of his humanky, his rational and intelkciual 
*^ soul^ after a true and proper separation from his flesh, 
" was really and truly carried into those parts bebw, 
" where the souls of men before dep2H*ted were dc- 
*^ taintd; and by such a real translation of hb soul, 
" he was truly said to have descended into HelL^' 
There is nothing in which the Fathers rnore ugreed 
than this, a reut descent of the soul (^Christ untO the 
habitation of the souls departed. T%e persons to whom, 
and end for which, he descended, they diffia: in ; but 
as to. a local descent into the mfemal parts^ ^iey all 
agree. Referring to the passage under ccxisider&taon, 
" Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hell," Bishop Pear- 
son does not hesitate to observe, ** From this jdace, the 
'^ article (<^ the descent into Hell) is clearly and in/aikr 
** bb/ deduced thus : If the soulof Christ were not left 
" in Hell at his resurrection, then his smI was in Hdl 
** before his resurrecdon. But it was not there before 
"his death; therefore, upon or after his death, and 
"before Iris resurrection, the soulof Christ descended 
*^ ^into HeU; consequently the Creed doth tr%dy ddwer 

^.Ontke.Creed, Art fieKeiit imo Hdl. 
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<* that Christ being erucified, was deady buried, arid 
« descended into HeU. For as his fieslh did not see 
« corruption by virtue of that promise and prophetical 
** expression, and yet it was in the grave, the place of 
f* corruption, where it rested in hope until his resurrec- 
*« tion; so his soul, which was not left in Heli, hj 
" virtue of the like promise or prediction, was in that 
** Hell, where it was not left, until the time that it was 
« to be united to the body for the performing of the 
" resurrection. We must therefore confess from hence, 
« that the soul of Christ was in Hell; and wo Christian 
*♦ can deny it, saith St. Augustine, it is so clearly de- 
^\ liver ed in this prophecy of the Psalmist, and appHca^ 
''tionoftheJpostle.''^ 

* Bishop Pearson on the Creed, Art. He descended into Hett, 
Oxford edit. 1797, p. 358—360. This Article, He descended into 
Hell, was not introduced into the Creed, until about three hundred 
years after Christ. But it will not follow that Christ's. descent 
into Hell was not previously a doctrine of the Church. On the 
eoatiary, the Fathers, from the early ages, maintained this opinion, 
as Bishop Pearson observes, who quotes at length their opinions. 
The clause was first introduced into the Creed of the Church of 
Aquiliea, in which there was no mention of Christ's burial. It 
would not hence follow, that these words referred sokly to the 
burial of Christ^s body : since his " descent into Hell," neces- 
sarily denoting the descent of his body into the grave, might also 
lUif^y the decent of his soul into Hades or Hell. As Bishop 
t^rson observes, ^ Although they were first put into the Aquiliean 
<* Greed, to signify the binrial of Chfist, and those which had only 
<* the burial in their Creed, did confess as much as those which 
« without the burial did eipress the descent; yet since the Roman 
«< Creed hath added the descent unto the burial, and expressed that 
<< descent by words signifying mor^ properly Hett, it cafnnot b^ 
^ hnagined Aat tbt CiWMii m it Mir stiwdii «bo«ld signify ctily 
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l^lPeter King* gives the same view of the opinion 
TO the Primitive Fathers — " They apply this action of 
" our Saviour's to his soul alone, employing for this 
" end that text of the Apostle cited by him from the 
** Psalmist, on which this Article is principally founded 
** (Acts ii. 27.) By the soul of Christ, which God 

" would riot leave in Hell, they understood the rational 

'I 

*^part of man, that spirit which distinguishes him frona 
" a brute, and subsists after its disunion and departure 
" from the body," 

5. It may be observed — That by denying, that the 
descent of Christ into Hell in this passage, is meant of 
the descent of his soul properly so called, we give up 
the principal argument from Scripture, of the existence 
of the human soul of Christ. ApoUinaris, an early 
heretic, denied to Christ ^n intellectual or rational soul^ 
the place of which was supplied, he said, by the Wordy 
or Divinity. Against this heresy, the orthodox urged 
the text relative to Christ, " Thou wilt not leave my 
" soul in Hell." Christ's descent into Hell, they con- 
sidered as an undeniable proof that he had a reasonable 
soul. For it could not be his deity that descended into 
Hell ; that being omnipresent, .was incapable of any 

'^ the burial of Christ by his descent inta Hell.'' ^^ The aneient 
^^ Church did certainly believe that Christ did some other way 
<' descend beside his burial ; Rufiinus himself, (an ecclesiastical 
>' writer) though he interpreted those words of the burial only, 
'^ yet in the relation of what was done at our Saviour's death| 
'^ makes mention of his descent into Hdlbendp, and distinct from 
<^^ his sepulture y and those, who in after ages added it to the 
^ burial, did actually believe that the soul of Christ descendecU'' 
• ^History of the Apostle's Creed^ Oesceat into fleU^ 
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lofcal transition. It could not be his bddyj for that wa3 
cbmmitted to the tomb. Itniu^t have been his reason^ 
ablty human soul^ which descended there, since there is 
no evidence of the existence, after death, of the animaly 
or sensitive part of our nature, which we have in cpm- 
nion with the brutes. To maintain, then, that the text— 
" Thou wilt not leave my squI in Hell," is meant of the 
sensitive nature^ the animal life of Chrjst, subverts en- 
tirely the principal argument in favour of, the reality of 
his reasonable souL which the Catholic or universal 
Church urged agiainst the Apollinarian heresy. As Bi- 
shop Pearson, in his reasoning on this subject, observes, 
— *' If it could have been answered by the heretics, as 
" it is now by many, that his descent into Hell had no 
<^ relation to Yiissoul^ but to \i\s body only^ which cfe- 
" scended into the grave; or, that it was not a real, bi|t 
** virtual descent, by which his death extended to the 
" destruction of the powers of Hell ; or that his soul 
" was not his intellectual spirit^ or immortal soul, but 
** h\^ living souly which descended into Hell; that is, 
" continued in the state of death ; I say, if any of these 
" senses could have been affixed to this Article, (the 
?' descent into Hell,) the Apollinarian's answer might 
f * have been sound, and the Catholic's argument of no 
" validity. But since tliose heretics did all acknow- 
** ledge this Article ; since the Catholic Fathers did 
" Urge the same to prove the real distinction o( the 
" soul of Christ, both from his divinity, and from liis 
" body^ because his body was really in the grave, when, 
" his soul was really present with the souls below ; it 
^* foUoweth that it was the general doctrine of the 
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" Church, that Christ did descend into Hell, by a local 
" motion of his soul separated from his body to the 
*^ places below, where the souls of men departed were.'* 

** Nor can it be reasonably objected that the argu* 
♦< ment of the Fathers was of equal force against these 
" heretics, if it be understood of the animal souly as it 
" would be if it were understood of the ratiotial; as if 
" those heretics had equally deprived Christ of the ra* 
** tional and animal soul. ' For it is most certain that 
" they did not deprive Christ of both ; but most of the 
" ApoUinarians denied an human soul to Christ only 
" in respect to the intellectual part, granting that the 
" animal soul of Christ was of the same nature with 
" the animal soul of other men. If, therefore, the Fa- 
" thers had proved only that the animal soul of Christ 
" bad descended into JSell, they had brought no argu- ' 
" ment at all to prove that Christ had an human inteh 
^* lectual mil. It b, therefore, certain, that the Cathdic 
*^ Fathers, in their opposition to the Apollinarian hd*e- 
" tics, did declare, that the intellectual and immoridl 
** soul of Christ descended into HeU.^^^ 

If we deny the descent of the soul of Christ, pro- 
perty so called, into Hell^ we relinquish the principal 
argument in favour of the dod trine of the r^ai incttrnd* 
tion of Christ, against the heretics which have asseaifed 
it. The ApoUinarians and Nestoriaris denied to Christ 
a rational soul. They maintained that the two nattif e» 
in Christ, the diioine and the Awman, were not unired, 
but that God dwelt in Christ as his temple, supplyibg 

• Pearson on die Creed, vol. i. p. 359, ^6&. Oxford edit. Vf^» 
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tbe place of the rational soul. And the Eutycbians, 
on the contrary, assorted the confusion of natures in 
Christ; so that there ivas in him but one nature— the 
divine. In opposition to these heresies, the true doc- 
trine of the incarnation is, that Jesus Christ is " per- 
fect God and perfect man ; of a reasonable soul and 
human iesh subsisting ; and as the reasonable soul 
^* and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ." 
Bishop Pearspn observQ^* — " The true doctrine of 
f* the incarnation, against all the enemies thereof, Apol- 
*^ linarians, Nestorjans, £utychian$, and the like, was 
** generally expressed by deplaririg the verity of the 
*' soul of Christ really present in Hell, and the verity 
" of his body at the saitie time really present in the 
" grave.^* 

It appears, then, that by considering the passage— - 
*• Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hell," as indicating, 
not the intellectual soul^ but the animal soul or life; 
and not the place of departed spirits^ but merely the 
grave i we shall vary from the belief of the universal 
Chiircb in the earlieir ages, and relinquish the principal 
argument ag^nst many of the most dangerous here^ 
sies vc^tive tp the p^^on an4 nature pf pur blessed 
Lotd. 

■ * 

1| ^s nfpes^ary to go irttp this vi^w of the subject, 
because it ia maintained \>y mapy V^ful and able comr 
mentat<m and critics, that this passage merdy denotes^ 

th<m w^t ^o' 'f ^V^ ^y ^ ^^ ^^^ grow. Dr. Whitby, 

• Vol. h. p. 30(k 
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at considerable length, maintains this opinion, which is 
also held by the learned Parkhurst, and others. It 
ought to be observed, however, that Whitby and Park- 
hurst are strong advocates for an intermediate $tate; 
and the former, admits that the sOuI of Christ was in 
Paradise after his death. " The Scripture doth assure 
" U3, that the soul of the Holy Jesus, being separated 
^* from his body, went to Paradise."* (Luke xxiii. 43.) 

The opposite construction of this passage, as appli- 
cable to the descent of the rational ^oul of Christ to 
Hell, is supported by the opinion of the primitive Fa- 
thers and Commentators ; and of modern Critics and 
Expositors of great name, among whom rank, Bishop 
Pearson, Bishop Horsley, Dr. Campbell, Dr. Dod- 
dridge, and Dr. Adam Clarke.f 

Bishop Pearson's views of this passage have been 
already fully stated. 

Bfishop Horsley observes J — ^that " these words of the 
" Creed, * he descended into Hell,' declare what was 
" done by his rational soul in its intermediate state." 
And afterwards, quoting the passage which has been 
under discussion, " Thou wilt not leave my soul," &c. 
proceeds thus-r" From this text^ if thens were no 

♦ Whitby's Com. vol. ji. p. 267, 

t None of these authors, however, present a full and particular 
ans'wer to the formidable argument, urged with great force by 
respectable Commentfatorsi and Critics, that stml in this passage 
means the anpndl Ufe. Bishop- Hor«/ej( takes no. notice of it« 
Dr <^*a7»pM/jDierely adverts to it. .. Bishop Pearson answers it 
somewhat in detail. King incidently notices it in his History of 
the Apostles' Creed. 

% Ser. vol. 11. p, 88. 
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*i ^hetr^ the Article^ in the ^ense in which we have ex- 
" plained itj is clearly and. infallibly deduced; for if the 
^^ soul of Christ were not, left in HeH af his resurrec- 
" tion, then it was in HpU before his resurrection. But 
" it was not there either before his death or after his 
" resurrection, for that never was imagined : therefore 
*^ it descended into Hell after his death, and before his^ 
" resurrection ; for as his flesh, by. virtue of the divine 
" promise, saw no corruption, although it was in the 
" grave, the place of corruption, where it remained 
*^ until his resurrection ; so his soul, which, by virtue 
^ of the like promise^ was not left in Hell, was in that 
" Hell where it was not lefi^ until the time came for its 
" reunion to the body for the accomplishment of the 
" resurrection. Hence it is so clearly evinced, that the 
** soul of Christ was in the place called Hell, Vthat 
'' none but an infidel,' saith St. Augustine, * can deny 
^fit'" , 

Dr. Campbell vindicates the same construction of 
this passage. 

Dr. Doddridge paraphrases the words — " Thou wilt 
^ not leave my soul in Hell" — ^thus — " I am fully satis- 
fy fied, that thou wilt not leave my soul while separated 
^yfrom it ("the body J in the unseen world.^^ And, in 
opposition to the opinion ^vanced by Whitby, and 
others, that the soul here is put for the animal life or 
dead body^ and «4fl«, Hades, for the grave, he observes, 
in a note— "As '4'vxiy which is the word here used, 
*^ can hardly be thoiiight to signify a dead body, and 
^< ihs is generally put for the state of separate spirits, 
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^^ the version here given seemed preferable to any 
« other/' ' , 

Dr. Adam Clarke interprets the same words of the 
soul of Clirist not being left in the state of separate 
spirits. 

The opposite construction which has been ^vai of 
this passage, and the hostility to the doctrine of an in- 
termediate state, and of the descent of Christ into Hdl^ 
among many Protestant divines, appear to have arisen 
from an apprehension of countenancing the papal doc* 
trine of purgatory, to which^ however, the primitive and 
correct doctnne of the state of separate spirits gives ho 
countenance. 

But it is of primary importance, in this discussion^ 
to ascertain the correct meaning pf the word which, in 
this passage^ and.many others of the sacred writings, is 
translated HelL If thi^ mean a place of departed spp- 
fits J then of course the existence of this place is not 
only esttbiished, but also the descent vf the spirii or 
soul of Christ into the same abode. 

The word ScUf in our English translation of die 
Bible, answers in the original to two distinct woids, 
Siii«, (Hebrew, Sheol^J Hades, denoting merely a se- 
cret, invisible place, and hence applied to the place (^ 
departed spirits; and yl$nm^ Gehenna, sonifying the 
place of final torment 

There can be no doubt that the acceptance of the 
word mfnsj or ihi, Hades, among tiie Greeks, was the 
place of the departed. In the ciHQmencement of tfie 
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IHad, it was to " ctUi,^^ « Pluto's gloomy reign," that 
die anger of Achilles hurled 

^ The douls of mighty chiefs untimely slain.'' 

^swering to the U^^ of the Greeks, is the Orcus of 
the Romans. It was the boast of VirgiPs heroes.* 

a .Muitos Danaum dimittimus Oreo." 

" With gods averse we follow tq the fight, 

'^ And undistinguished in the shades of night, 

'^ Mix with the foes, employ the murdering steel, 

^ And plunge whole squadrons to the depths of HeU?^ 

The existence of a region where the departed shades 
resided, was the popular belief of the Greeks and Ro^ 
mans, and was denoted by the «i^9(, or ^^lys, of the 
one, and the Orcus^ or inferiy of the other. And it is 
reasonable to conclude, that the Apostles would use 
the word iSArs, Hades, in its popular signification, as 
denoting the place of the departed. 

But, to denote die jiace of find' torment, they em^ 
ployed another, y^fi»», Gehenna, a compound of two 
Hdbrew words, signifying the vdley of Hinnom. It 
was originally a pleasant valley, planted with trees, and 
Watered with fountains, near to Jerusalem, by the brook 
of Kedron. The Jews placed there the image of Mo- 
loch, to which they sacrificed their children. When 
tfiese horrid sacrifices were abolished by Josta *, the 
pious kbg of Israel, the {dace became so abominabk^ 
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: that they cast there the carcases of animals, and the 
dead bodies of criminals, where they were consumed 
by fire. Hence it was used, to denote the place of future 
torment, not only by the Jews, but by Christ and his 
Aposdes. Tophety from Toph, which signifies a drum, 
was a name also applied to this place ; the noise of 
drums being employed at the sacrifices, to drown the 
cries (A the victims. And hence Tophet also, among 
the Jews, denoted the place of future punishment.* 

These two words, 5Aj5 and y/«/«. Hades and Ge- 
henna^ are indiscriminately rendered Hell in the New 
Testament. But wherever the former word Hades is 
translated Hell, the place of departed spirits is meant; 
and wherever Gehenna is rendered Hell, the place of 
the damned is denoted. 

The idea of the place of torment is now commonly 
connected with this word Hell. But the original mean- 
ing of the word "Hell" was no more thana Aiifefe^j or 
invisible place, from the Saxon word ^^ helan," to cover 
over. In this acceptation it is used as the translation of 
the Greek won! «i^»«. Hades. Dr. Doddridge observes 
— (Com. on Rev. i. 18,)—" Our English, or rather 
" Saxon word Hell^ in its original signification (though 
" it is now understood in a more limited sense,) exactly 
" answers to the Greek, word Hades, and denotes at 
" concealed or unseen place, and this sense of the word 
«5 is still retained in the eastern, and especially the west- 
" ern counties of England ; to heU over a thing, is to 

* See ScUemner^s Lexicon, Art. Vima,^ and CamphelPs Prelim. 
Dissert. Part ii. 1, and CaimstU Dictl Art. Gehenna and Tophet 
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*• cover it" Dr. Campbell observes — (Prelim* Dis- 

smations; vi, part ii. 2,) — " The term Hhi, Hades^ was 
^^ written anciently Hhnf ab a priv. et tJW video, and 
** signifies obscure^ hidden^ invisible. To this the word 
*• Ileii^ in its primitive signification, perfectly coires- 
" ponded. For at first it denoted only what W2is secret 
'^ or concealed. This word is found with little varia* 
*' tion of form, and precisely in the same meaning, in 
** all the Teutonic dialects." « The term Ikdes im- 
plies, properly, neither Hell nor the grave, but the 
place or state of, departed ^ouls^ 
'^ The viocA Hell^ (says Dr. Adam^ Clarke,^) used 
^* in the common translation, conveys runix an improper 
meaning of the original word ; because Hell is only 
used to sigrafy the place of the damned. But as the 
" word Hell comes from the Anglo-Saxon hekn^ to 
** cover or hide, hence the tyling or slating of a house 
<^ is called, in some parts of England, (particularly 
«* Cornwall,) heling to this day^ and the covers of books 
^* (in Lancaster) by the same name; so the literal im- 
*^ port of the ori^nal word ''Aj^h was formerly well ex- 
pressed by it."t 
'^ The word Hell^ in its natural import," (says Bi- 



* Cdm. on Matt xi. 23. 

t Dfi. Jobnsdn, in his Dictionary, ^ves, as one niK^aning of f&iL 
<^ the place of departed spirits, whether good or bad." But Mr. 
Webster omits this acceptation of the word, which is founded on 
Its Saxon derivation; though he professes that his acquaintance 
with the Saxon language, *^ the mother tongue of the English," 
qualifies him eminently for accurately defining English words. 

8 
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shop Horsley,*) « signifies only that invisible pface 
*^ which is the appointed habitation of departed souls 
^^ m the interval between death and the general resur- 
** rection.'* 

In tlus acceptation of the word Hell^ as the place of 
the departed^ answering to the Un^ of the Greeks, 
and the Orcus of the Romans, was the term 7lKtSf» 
SHJEOLf used among the Jews. It b derived from 
hHiiff which signffies to ask^ to craves to crave as a 
toon. 

In the first signification of its darivative, srniply to 
tisk; SHEOL denotes a place which is an object of 
universal inquiry^ the unknown mansion about which aU 
are anxiously mjuisitive. 

In the second acceptation of its derivative, SHEOL 
is represented as a place of insatiable cTavm^f; which 
characteristic is firequendy assigned it in several parts 
of Scripture. «' HeU fShetd) hatii enkiged heiseU; and 
<< opened her mouth without measure^" saith the Pro*- 
phet, (Isa. V. 14.) ^' The proud man/' (saith another 
Profdiet, Habakkuk ii. 5,) *^ enbo'geth his desire as 
*^ HcH," (SheoL) 

In the third meaning of the derivative <rf* SkeoL^ to 
demand or crave as a loan^ implying that what is sought 
for is to be rendered back ; " SHEOL is to be unda- 
<^ stood, not simply as the region of departed spirits, 
^' but as the regicxi which is to form their temp&rartf 
^* residence, and fix)m which at some future time they 
" are to be rendered up; thus indicating an inter- 

^ Sermons, vol. ii. p. 89> 
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** mediate state of the soul between its departure 
** frcHti this world, and some future statfe of its exist* 
«ence."* 

As the region of the dead, oc place of the departed, 
Sheol, or Hell, is used m the Old Testament. But the 
Hd>rew word kx the grave is "ijp, Kebery the recepta- 

. cle of the dead body, but not^of the soul ; and accord- 
ingly, the Hebrew word for soul, JWj&Ae^A, is never 
joined with Keber, but with Sheol, the term denoting 
the abode of departed spirits.! The Hebrew Sheol is 
never used for the grave, though it is sometimes trans* 

. lated by this word. This, Bishop Hordey proves with 
his usual acumen — ^** Although Keber (the grave) is 
" never used for l^wd, to signify Hell ; there are five 

: ^' texts in which the contrary may seem to have tak^ 
^\ place ; namely, the use of Sheol iac Keber, to sign^ 
<^the repo^tory of the body, rather than the mansion of 
. ^< the departed spirit. These five texts are-*4jren. 
«< xlii. 38 ; xliv. 29 and 31 ; 1 lUngsii. 6 and 9. Bu^ 
<< upon consideration, it will appear, that in every one 
<^ of these, tht thing to be expressdl is ndther ' Hell,' 
^^ Vicx ^ the grave,' particularly, and as distinct the one 
<< firom the other ; but the state of deadi : and thb state 
** is expressed under the image of a place of residence 
^' of the dead colieetivdy. And for tMs place, taken 
/^ in the gross, not as divided into the two separate 
^^ lodgments ci die spkrit and the carcase, the word 



* See Magee ea the Atonement, &c. p. 348, note; and .Hors< 
ley's Com. on Hosea, p. 158. 
1 Peters oo Job, p. 220.* 
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<* Sll<8^ is used. It is, therefore, very ill rendered by 
" the word * grave,^ even in these texts ; and * Hell* 
" would be a better rendering ; because the only ge* 
** neral place of residence of the dead coUectivdy is 
" that of the departed spirit. The grave is no general 
" place, since every dead body has its own appropriate 
^* grave. Perhaps, in tliese instances, the word Sheol 
" would be best expressed, in English, by a periphra- 
" sis, * region of the dead,* or * dwelling of the dead,* 
<* or * the nether regions.' " 

There is yet a sixth text. Psalm cxli. 7, in which we 
read, in the English Bible, of ^' bones scattered at the 
** grave's mouth ;" but, in the Hebrew — " at die mouth 
<< of SheoL^* This passage is often alleged, as an evi- 
dent instance of the use of SlKtS^ for the grave. Bot 
the feet is, that here we have no mention of the grave 
at all For the Psalmist is clearly speaking of the 
bones of persons massacredy whose bodies never were 
in any grave, but had been left to rot, unburied, upon 
the sui^ce of the earthy And the mouth of Sheol in 
diis surface^ ocmid^ed as the entrance of Sheet ^ 
which, m the imagery of the sacred writers, as well as 
of the oldest Greek poets, is always considered as in 
the central parts of the earth^s hollow sphere.^ 

The word SHEOL^ and in die Septuagint, Hades, 
first occurs in Gen. xxxvii. 34, and i$ translated gnrve^ 
Jacob says—" I wiH go down into die grave to my 
" son, mourning." But the rendering should be — " I 
*^ will go down to Hades, to Hell^^^ that is, to the place 

* Com. on Hosea, p. 200. 
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<!*. the dq>art€d, " to my .son, mouraing." The patri- 
arch did not mean that he should go ' into the grave to 
his son, for then KEBER^ which literally signifies the 
greve^ as it is, Gen. xxxv. 20, " and Jacob set a pillar 
" upon Rachel's grave," would have been used. His 
son also he supposed was torn in pieces by a wild beast, 
and, therefore, the idea of his literally goii^ down Do 
iitm in the grave would not have naturally occurred. 
.But if we consider the word Sheol As denoting the 
place of the departed, we give a forcible. and natural 
meaning to the declaration of the patriarch* 

Bishop Patrick observes, on this . passage, that 
" SHEOL must signify the state or place of the cfcorf,* 
*' as » it often doth." f Lo wth remarks J—" The woid 
^^ Sheol cannot be understood^ of the grave properly so 
^^ called, because Jacob thought hisi son was, devoured 
^^ by some wild beast; but nuist be meant of the 
*^ place vfhtr^ he supposed Joseph's soul was lodged." 
Archbidiop Seeker asserts — ^^ The translation in0 the 
^^ grave^ is wrong ; as if he meant to have'his body laid 
" by Joseph's. That could not be, for he thought him 
^* devoured by wild beasts. It: means into the mi'f.n- 
^< ble state^ the state of departed souls ; and in this 
<^ sense, it is said of several of the patriarchs, that they 
u < were gathered unto thdr people,' Gen. xxv. 8; 
^< Gen. XXXV. 29 ; and of ^ all that (generation' which 

* '< Region of the dead," ts synooymous with the place of the 
departedj because, as Bishop Horsley observes, (Com. on Hosea, 
p. 200)— ^^ The only general place of residence of the dead col- 
^ lectiveiy, is that of the departed spirit." 

i BUvklMo Geo. zuv. . {iMFthonlsa. xiv. 9' 
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** lived mth Joshua, that diey ' were gadiered ttnttf 
« their fiithers.' " 

The lesffned Vitring^, in his Commentary on Isaiah,^ 
quotes this passage, and several others in the Old Tes- 
tament, in which he says the word Sh^l ought to be 
translated not grave^ but HelU in the sense of a recep* 
tacle of departed spirits. 

It is almost ne^less to remark, that die word 
SHEOLf or ibdes, in this passage, could not possibly 
mean the stat€ of the damned. 

In the book of Job,t there is a very sublime de- 
scription of the power of the Almighty. *< Hell is 
« ifaked before him." The word " Hdl,'^ in the ori- 
ginal, is Sheol^ and means the state or place of the de- 
parted So it is understood by the learned Commenta-* 
tors on Job, Schultens and Peters; by Patrick, by 
Lowth, and by Scott, the lattor of whom thus para- 
phrases it- — ^* Nddier the bodies which> all over the 
*< earth, arc laid in the grave^ nor the state of the cfc- 
*^ parted souls of men^ are concealed from Ms all-seeing 
« eye." 

Dr. Magee, in a Dissertation on the History and 
Book of Job, annexed to his Discourses m the Atone-* 
mentj gives a new rendering of the pa^ge which con- 
tains the above verse. He founds it on the (pinion of 
the Jews, who held *^ Gehenna, or the place of perdi- 
. ** tion, to be the lowest part of Sheol, the general recep- 
<< tacle of departed souls : and that, in order to express 
^\ the great depth to which they conceive it to be sunk, 

*Com.0nIia.av.9,p,483. f Jdl>»ivi.6. 
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*' they are used to describe it as beneath the waters:' 
" their idea being, that die waters are placed below the 
" earth. Tartarus^ in like manner, the Greeks made 
•* the bwest part of Hades, (Windetde yitafunct(Hrum' 
" statu."*) 

On this Jewish notion of Sheol, or HeU, Dr. Ma- 
gee gives a new rendering to the two verses of Job 
xxvi^ 5, 6, whicb^tand in our translation thus :— 

5 Dead things are formed 

From under the waters and. the inhabitants thereof. 

6 ffeff is naked before him, 

And destruction hath no covering.-* 

Dr. Magee renders them thus: — 

5 " The souls of the dead tremble j 

<< [The places] below the waters, and their inhabitants,* 

6 '^ The seat of spirits is naked before him : ,. ^ 
*^ And th^ region of destruction hath no covering." ^ 

*^ Here I take the souls qf the dead^ and the inhabitants 
** of the places behrw the ("abyss of J water s^ to bear to 

' * Magee's Dissertations on the Atonement, &c. p. S49. In a 
note to Lowth's Lectures on Hebrew Poetry, (vol i. p. 2 IS,) itis 
observed-^' That the place where the wicked, after death, were 
'^supposed to be confined, was believed, from the destruction of 
'^ the old world by the deluge^ the covering of the Asphaltic vale 
^ whh the Dead Sea.Szc. to be situated under the waters. To this 
*^ idea," which certainly very naturally accounts* for the popular 
belief on this subject, ^' there are allusions in the sacred wiitiiigf 
^< witbotti number.'' 
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'* each other the same proportioD, that is found la the 
*^ next verse to subsist between the seat qfspirits^ and 
" the region of destruction : those of tlie dead who 
'* were sunk in the lowest parts dF Shed, beii^ placed 
" in the region of destruction^ or the Gehenna of the 
*^ later Jews*. So that the passage, on the whole, con- 
" veys this—that nothing is, or can be, concealed from 
*^ the aU-seeing eye cf God ; that the souls of the dead 
" tremble under his view, and the shades of the wicked 
" sunk to the bottom of the abyss, can even there find 
" no covering from his sight." 

In the sublime passage of the Prophet Isaiah^ (chap, 
xiv.) where the deceased tyrants are represented as 
rising to meet the king of Babylon, and in the passages 
of the Prophet Ezekiel, (xxxi. xxxii.) where the same 
description is applied to the king of Egypti Hxll, 
without doubt, signifies the fihce of the departed. In 
the Prophet EzekieU ** the strong among the mighty," 
are represented as speaking to him, the king of Egypt, 
" out of the midst of HelL" The elder Lowth, in his 
Commentary^ considers the whole passage as " a poeti- 
" cal description of the infernal regions, where the 
*^ ghosts of deceased tyrants^ with their subjects, are 
" represented as coming to meet the king of Egypt, 
" and his auxiliaries, upon their arrival to the same 
"place : HeU.^\^f)i&ts liere the state of the dead.^^ Oa 
the passage in ISaiah xiv^ 9-—^* Hell from beneath is 
" moved fear thee," Lowth remarks — " the Hebrew 
" wcffd Sheoly which our translation renders HeUy or 
" the gro:oej signifies the state of the dead ia general, 
" and is indifferently applied to the good and bad.^^ 
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" ThU5,then," as Dr.-Magee observes, " in like manlier 
** as Homer ^ in his Odyssey y sends the souls of the 
<< slaughtered wooers to Hades^ where they meet with 
" the manes of. Achilles, Agamemnon, and other he* 
** roes ; so the Hebrew poet, in this passage of inimit^ 
** able grandeur, describes the king of Babylon, when 
" slain and teought to the grave, as entering Sheol^ 
^ and there meeting the Rephaimy or manes of the 
^< dead, who had descended thither befcx'e him, and 
who are poetically represented as rising from their 
seats at his approach. And as, on the one hand, the 
passage in the Grecian t^d has been always held, 
^^ without any question, to be demonstrative of the 
^^ existence of a popular belief amongst &e Greeks^ 
" that there was a place called Hades, which was the 
" receptacle for departed souls : so this- poetic image of 
^^ Isaiah must be allowed, upon the other, to indicate, in 
^* like manner, amongst the Jews, the existenqe of a 
" popular belief that there was a region for departed 
^^ souls called Sheol, in which the Rephaim or manes 
** took up their abode." 

Bishop Lowth, in his lectures and commentary, 
considers this passage as a personification of the grave. 
But the learned Vitringa proves that it is a representa* 
tion, not of the gravey but of Hetl^ the receptacle: of 
departed souls. 

In his Commentary on Isaiah,* he states that it was 
the common opinion among the Jews, and the Greeks, 
and the Romans, that tho-e was a receptacle of separate 

• Vitringa's Com. Isa. clap. xiv. part i. p. 432, 433. 

■ . 9 ■ ■ ' 
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dpiritsv to which the Jews gave the name SlM2^» Sheof^ 
the Greeks saffi, and the Latins Infiri^ all answering tdi 
the English word Hell, He quotes several examples^ 1 
from the (Md Testament to prpve that Ae Jews con- 
sidered Hell as the receptacle of separate s[Mrits, wha, 
they thought, were not deprived of consciousness after 
deaths And this ojHnion, he states e:£pressl}r, was not 
erroneous- 
There are some iesoned men who ineKne, to ihe^ 
opinion, that the Jews derived their notions of a future 
state from the Pagan writers* But the contrary opinioilf 
is much more probable, fh^ the Pagan views of the 
state of the dead were corruptions of the t3x\f patri- 
archal revelations. Aa the learned Calmet observes,* 
*^ The Hebrews thought and spoke almost like the 
" Greeks b^Mre Homer, Hesiod, aftd the most ancient 
" poets of this nation*** Moses Speaks of " the lowest 
^ HeU.?^t Job, " HeH is naked before God/*$ Solo- 
mon, "HeU and desthictioti are before the Lord*'' J 
Here Hell, as the place erf the departed, is spoken of by 
Jewish writors who jM-eceded the most ancient Greek 
poets. In the opimon that the Pagans derived their 
views c^ the ^tate t£ ^ dead from the ancient He« 
farewsy Calmet is supported by Bishop Horsky, ai»l 
by the learned Vitringa^H 

* Calmet'g Dic^ Art. Hell, tite Englfeh editnm of Calniet; by 
I>'(>yfyandCaftQR,isliere^ted. The modern edition by To^^l 
kas very seriously mutilated the original work ; though the ^< Frag* 
^* ments" that are annexed, are many of them Valuable ftdditidnS. 

t Deut. xxxii. 22. J Job xxvi. 5. § Prov, xv. 11» 

[{ Com. on Isa. ^av. ^ 
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The opinions of the ancient Hebrew's, and of Ae 
Headien at large, concerning the place of the deputed, 
tfe represented at length by Vitringa. A compressed 
statement of his detail of their opinions is given by 
ArcU>ishop Magee,* " That the souls of men, when 
^ released fmm the body by death, pass into a rast sub- 
*^ teitaneous region, as a common receptacle, but wilSi 
^* di£ferent mansions, adapted to the different qualities of 
its inhabitants : and that here, preserving the i^des 
and resemblances of the living, they fill the same cha- 
*^ raclers they did in life. — ^That this entire region was 
called by the Jews Sheolj by the Greeks Hade^^ and 
by the Latins Inferi. — That these were the notions 
that commonly prevailed amongst the JeWs, he con- 
^^ ceives to be fiiUy estaUished bjr various parts of 
^^ Scripture: and to tMs, he thinks, the history of the 
^^ witch of Endor yields confirmation, inasmuch as, 1^ 
<' the ilhision in that transaction be what it nugfat, it 
goes to ^tsdblish the £ict of title opinion wliich was 
then vulgarlyreceived. — Agreeably to this hypothecs, 
** he contends, that various expressions of tlie patri- 
« archs and prophets are to be explained ; and to this 
** purpose he instances Gen. xxxvii. 35; Ps. xvi. 10; 
^ XXX. 3 ; xciv. 17; m all of which, a plac^ where souls, 
<< when freed from tat body, w»e assemlded, stUl 
*y preserving sdi their &culti6S,-^is, as he thinks, plainly 
supposedw — ^From the He}»*ews, he conceives that 
tins opinion passed to the other people, and became 
^bfigured by various fictions of their respective in- 

^ SHg«e «Q tbe Alonemexit, p. M6; i&c. 
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** vention* Thiis the doctrine of the Egyptians re-^ 
" specting Hades^ is given in the second book of 
" Herodotus ; where we have the history trf Rhamp- 
" sinitus, who, according to the traditions of the Egyp- 
^' dans, had visited the infernal regions atid returned 
" safe to life. The nation, he says, was variously 
" embellished by the Greek poets : and afterwards, 
*' being stripped by Plato of much of its poetic oriia- 
<< ments, was embodied by him in his philosopluc^ 
*^ system. Hence again the Latins and the nations at 
^* large, derived their phraseology in speaking of the 
^^ state of the dead ; for instances of which phraseology 
" he refers to FeUeius, Livy^ Florusy and others." 

The Greeks and Romans then, had lihtir place of the 
departed^ to which they gave the names of Xihi and 
orcus. The Hebrews had their place of the departed^ 
.which they denominated SlKt^ SHEOL; and which 
the Septuagint, in the sense of the Greek U^^ Hades^ 
translated by this term. The place of the departed; 
Bishop Horsley observes, is the only ^* Hell of the Old 
"Testament."* 

It cannot be supposed that the writers of the New 
Testament were strangers to the popular belief of their 
countrymen, and of the Heathen generally', with respect 
to the region of the departed. When they used the 
term «^w, Hades, they undoubtedly used it in its 
settled, universal, wd appropriate signification of the 
place of departed spirits. This was the signification 
whfch the authors of the Septuagint translation of the 

• 9isbop Horsley's Com. oo Hogea, p. 46. 
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Old Testament annexed to the term. Except in a 
veiy few instances, they have translated the Hebrew 
word Sheol^ which occurs in* above sixty places in the 
Old Testament, not by ^«w6r«j, death, by r^^i^ tlie 
grave, by f^fma or taniAu^fy the sepulchre ; butby i'^jj?, 
Hades, the apjM'opriate word for the region ofthedeady 
for 1S^ place of the departedy in a state of consciousness. 
The writers of the New Testament quot€ from this 
S^tuagint translation, in which the word Hades is put 
for SheoL They must therefore have considered Hades 
as expressing, what Sheol does in the Old Testament; 
Aie place of departed souls. 

The inquiry as to the situation of this place of de- 
parted spirits, (iannot he important^ It is sufficient to 
know that there is a place of residence assigned them, 
in some part of the vast universe of God. 

Bishop Horsley, with great ingenuity, advocates the 
opinion that the receptacle of the departed is in the 
inner parts of tfee earth. " It is evident," he says, 
" that this" (the place to which our Lord descended) 
** must be some place below the surface of the earth ; 
"for it is said that he * descended,^ that is, he went 
*' down to it. Our Lord's death took pfewie upon the 
'< surface of the earth, where the human race inhabit ; 
" that, therefore, and none higher, is the place from 
" which he descended; of consequence, the place to 
" which he went by descent was below it ; and it is 
' ^^ with relation to these parts below the surface, that his 
" rising to life on the third day must be understood. 
^* This was only a return from the nether regions to 
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^^ the realms of life and day, fix>m which he had de- 
^< scended,— not his ascension into heaven, which was 
*^ a subsequent event, and makes a disdnct article in 
« Ae Creed.*' 

<' The sacred writers of die Old Testament &^)eak 
^^ of such a common mansicm in the inner parts of the 
*^ earth : and we find the same (pinion so general among 
'^ the heathen writers c£ midquity, that it is more pro- 
^* bable diat it had its rise in the earlkst patriarchal 
*^ revelations, than in the imaginations of men, or in 
^^ poetical fiction. The notion is confirmed by the 
^^ language of the writers of the New Testament, with 
^^ this additional circumstance, diat they divided thb 
^' central mansion oi die dead into two distinct regions^ 
<< for the separate lodg^mg of the souls of the righteous 
^< and the reprobate. In tins, too^ they have the con- 
<< currence of the eariiest heathen poets, who placed the 
** good and die bad in separate divisions of the central 
^region.''*' 

In respect to the sUuation of Heaven and of Hades, 
Dr. Campbell supposes that the ^* expressi(»is implying 
«< tl^t Hades n under the earthy and that the seat of the 
<< blessed is above die stars, ought to be regarded 
^ merely as attempts tp accommodate what is spoken to 
** vjulgar a})prehension$ and ]anguage."t 

Of the same opinion is Bi^iop Lowth, who remarks, 
•^^^ Observing that after death the body returned to 
<< the earth, and that it was deposited in a sqwilchre 
^< after the manner wludi has just been described, a 

* Ser. u. vol. ii. t Frdia. E[ifS. yi. part 9. 
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^ $ort of p(^ular notion prevailed among the Hebrews^ 
^* as well as among other nations, that the life which 
" succeeded the present was to be passed beneath jhc 
^^ eartfi: and to diis notion even the sacred prophets 
^^ were obliged to allude occasbnally , if they wished to 
^* be understood by tfie people on this subject."* 

Front this popular opinion^ that the receptacles of 
departed souls were under the eaith, arose the use of 
tile word descended, in reference to the passage of Christ 
into the place (^departed. spirits. 

But ^ough with rc^;ard to the situation of the re- 
ceptacle of the departed) there may have been an ac- 
commodation to popular notions by the insured writers^ 
we shall pervert entirely their meaning, and indeed 
render it wholly uncertain, if we suppose that this 
accommodadon extended to all which they declare 
concerning the state of the de^.^ The basis of popular 
fiction in theology is, some truth or &ct, which imagina- 
tion or supersdtion may embellish or corrupt, but not 
to such a degree as to disguise it from the judicious 
and discriminating inquirer. And on this principle, 
the truths of reveladon may be confirmed, by ascert2un-> 
ing the prevalence of opinions allied to them, in the 
mythology of Heathen nations. Thus, in the subject 
under discussion, the correspondence in many respects 
between the theology of the Pagans and that of the 
Jews concerning the state of the departed, corrobrates 
the opinion that both must have had their origin in z 

* Lowtb on ihbrvw P^etry^ vol. i p* 169. 
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patriarchal revelation; and therefore,' divested of th6 
fictions of imagination, and the corruptions of supersd-* 
tioh, must, in essential points, be true. 

Whatever be the precise situation of the place of 
departed spirits, there can be no doubt, considering it 
as tlie general receptacle oi the souls of the righteous 
and of the wicked^ that they exist tliere in different 
conditions; and in different regions of that unknown 
abode ; the one in a state of happiness^ and the otlier 
oi misery. . 

Although the general name for the receptacle of the 
dcpsated, without particular reference to their stote of 
liappincss or misery, among the Jews was 71 K 2^? Sheol/ 
amtMig the Greeks, ^^jj«, Hades ; and among the Latins, 
Orcus and Inferiy all answering to the English word 
Hell; they all assigned diiferent abodes in this vast 
region, to the righteous and the wicked. 

TThe Hades or Hell of the Heathen contained the 
^ souls of the departed^ both good and bad. In his 
descent into Hades, Hell, Ulysses not only saw the soul 
of Achilles " w^^WfA," joyful, traversing the " iier^»AXir 
"A«At&F<»;" corresponding with the "amena vireta/* 
the Jlowery plains of Virgil ; but other souls 

*^ All wailing with unutterable woes."* 

-flincas, and the Sybil his companion, traverse the 
abodes of the departed— 

• Homer's Odyss. xi. 536, &c» 
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^ Perque domos Ditis vacuas, et inania regna,*** 

ic ■ ■■ the dismal gloom they pass, and tread 

" Grim Pluto's courtSj the regions of the dead*" 

Here they view the different habitation^ of the wicked 
and the good--* 
The gloomy Tartarus 

<^ The seat of night profound, and punished 6ends.'^t 

I 

And the fields of Elymtm 

f< ««_— — — .^- the flowery plains^ 

'^ The verdant groves where endless pleasure reignsv"| 

" r ' 

The UeU of the lews seems also to have been dis- 
tinguished into two regions^ an upper and a lower Hell, 
answering to the Elysium and the Tartarus of tho 
poets; the lower Hell being the jplace destined for the 
souls (rf the wicked. " Thou hast delivered my soul,'* 
saith the Psalmist, "from the lowest Hell ;*' on which 
passage, St. Austin, in his Commentary, observes—* 
" We understand it, as if there were two Hells, an 
" upper and a lower.'* Moses describes the justice of 
God, (Deut xxxii- 22,) " a fire is kindled in mine 
" anger, and it shall burn unto the lowest Hdl/*, 

(Shed. J 

There is an mgenious conjecture of Peters, in his. 

• Yirg. iEn. vi. 2fi9. f Virg, ^. vL 542. 

|Yirg.j:ti.vi.638, 

AO 
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« Critical Dissertation on the bbok of Job,"^ tfittt the 
place for good souls is denoted in the Old Testament^ 
by the phrase which 9> frequendy occurs, of '/ being 
" gathered to their fathers," or " their people ;" " to 
f * the asstoxbly of good and pious soul$, worshippers 
'^ of the true God^ who were admitted into covenant 
^^ with him, and lived and died in the observance of 
^^ that covenant ; as the old patriarchs, the ancestors of 

" the Jewish people, did.?t 

But the views of the Jews, with respect to a future 
state, were comparatwelif obscure, because of the im- 
perfection of their dbpensation, which v^s only a 
" shadow of good things to come,** 

Agreeably, however, to the representation of the 
place of the departed of the Jews, as consisting of twa 
great divisions for tlic righteous aiid wicked, is tiie ac- 
count of Had^ or Ifett which is given in the New 
Testament, 

Though in the parable of iht rich man and Lastarus^ 
every circumstance is not to.be understood literally ^ 
yet the general dedgn €i the parable certainly is to 
show what becomes of the souls of the righteous and 
the wicked after death. Hell is there represented as a 
vast region, which, as the receptacle of departed spirits 
in general, contained the sold of Lazarus in Abiafasim's 
bosom, that is^ *^ gathered to his fathers," in a state of 
blessedness with the father of the faithful; and th^ spul 
of Dives in tcmient in Hdl, in the lower SheoL But 

* Tbhi woifc is qoQted widi respect by .A^Ufishop M^gpe^ is 
Us Discourses on tiie AtooemenC^''DQ^, p# S47« 
t Peters' Pissertatioos on Job) p. isi, 382. 



the State of the Ikparted. 75 

in this imitteasurahle region, the two abodes of the 
righteous and the wicked are " afar off," and between 
them is " a great" and impassable " gulf fixed." 
There appears a correspondence between this repre- 
sentation and the Pagaii notion of the «J^;, Hades, or 
£iferi, the abodes of the departed. Homer describes 
Tartarus, or the place of punishnient of the wicked, as 
Jar remote from Elysium, bo^ which he comprehends 
Cinder the general name of «<^«$.* 

But notwithstanding the distance between these se- 
parate regions, and his application of the general term 
HadeSj to tiie dwelling of spirits not in punishment, he 
seems t6 consider them as parts of the same region of 
the departcd.t 

So Virgil describes Tartarus as a separate part of the 
great region of Orcus, Hell : — 

<^ Respecit ^neas subita ; et subrupe sinistra 

<^ M^nia lata yidet, triplici eircurodata muro ; / 

<< Qu« rapldus fijammis ambit torrentibus ainnis 

<< Tartareus Pble^etoii; torquetque sonantia saxa.'^ 

^< The hero, looking on the left, espy M 

" A lofty tower, and strong on every side 

^^ With treble w^ls which Pbiegeton surroand;s ; 

*^ ^hose fiery flood the burning empire bounds, 

^ And press'd betwixt the rocks, the bellowing noise resouads." 

Tiie a6<J6idanee between Ae Hctt, or placd of th!^ 
dej«ffted, of ^e heatheh pom^ and that of the Jews ; 

• Miad viii. 15. tOdyss.xi. 

I Vffg. JEh. vT. 548. 
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and the division of it into two separate abodes for the 
souls of the righteous and the wicked, are thus clearly 
established by Dr. Campbell, in the explanation of the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 

" The Jews did not indeed adopt the Pagan fables 

" on this subject^ nor did they express themselves en- 

" tirely in the same manner ; but the general train of 

" thinking in both came pretty much to coincide. The 

<* Greek Hades they found well adapted to express the 

" Hebrew SheoL This they came to concdve as in- 

^ cludmg different sorts of habitations for ghosts of 

" different characters. And though they did not re- 

** ceive the terms Elysium or Elysicm fields^ as suit- 

^^ able appellations for the regions peopled by good 

^* spirits, they took instead of them, as better adapted 

" to thdr own theolc^y, the garden of Eden or Para^ 

** dtsey a name originally Persian, by which the word 

^^ answering to gardeny especially when applied to 

<^ Eden, had commonly been rendered by the Seventy. 

" To denote the same state, they sometimes used the 

" phrase Abraham^ s bosoms a metaphor borrowed from 

<< the manner in which they recGned at meals. But, on 

** the other hand, to express the unhappy situation of 

" the wicked in that intermediate state, they do not 

" seem to have declined the use of the word Tartarus. 

«« The Apostle Peter says,* of evil angels, that God 

^< cast them dawn to HeU^ and delivered them into chains 

«< of darkness f to be reserved unto judgment. So it 

'* stands in die^ common version, &ough neither yitnm 

•2Petcrii.4. 



Tlie State of the Imparted. 77 

<^ iior &^fi9 are in the original, where the expression is, 

" The word is not yientt ; for that comes after judg* 
" ment, but T«pr«^««, which is, as it were, the prison of 
<^ Hades, wherein criminals are kept till the general 
V judgment. And as in the ordinary use of the Greek 
<* word, it was comprehended under Hodesj as a part ; 
<^ it ought, unless we had some positive reason to the 
" contrary, by the ordinary rules of interpretation, to 
^^ be understood so here. There is then no inconsist* 
<^ ency in nudntaining that the rich man, though in tor- 
^* ments, was not in Oehennoy but in that part of Hades 
" called Tartarus J where we have seen already that* 
" spirits reserved for judgment are detmncd in dark- 
" ness;" 

*^ According to this explication, the rich man and 
^< Lazarus were both in Hades^ though in very different 
</ situations; the latter in the mansions (rf'the happy, and 
<< the former in those of the wretched. Let us see 
<* how the circufnstances mentioned, and the expres- 
<< sions used in the parable, will suit this hypothesis. 
<^ First, though they are said to be at a great distance 
^< from each other, they are still within sight and hear- 
<^ ing. This would have beai too gross a violation 0/ 
<< probability, if the one Were con^dered as inhabiting 
«< the highest heavens, and the other as placed ii the 
<< infernal xenons. Again, die expressions \X9^ are 
<< such as entirely suit this exfdanation, and ^o other ; 
^'^ for, first, the distance from each other m mentioned^ 
^^ but no hint that the one was higher in situation than 
f < the other ; seccxidty, the termsi whereby motion from 



78 TKe Slate of tlie Departed. 

" the one to the other is expressed, are such as are 
" never employed in expressing mdtion to Xx from Hea- 
" vcn, but, always, when the places are on a level, ct 
" nearly so. Thus Lazarus, when diead, is said,* 
<« aTsfix^vWf to be carried away^ not ttuuxvuuf to be 
" carried upy by angels into Abraham's bosom ; where- 
" as, it is the latter of these,' or one similarly com- 
** pounded, that is always used, where an assumption 
" into Heaven is spoken of. Thus, the same writer, 
** in speaking of our Lord's ascension, says,t Stnfiftr^ 
** tU r%f «»>«««» ; and Mark, in relation to the event, says, j: 
<* muxip^ tU^ r«» « jf «»•», he was taken up into Heaven. 
** These words are also used, wherever one is said to 
" be conveyed from a lower to a higher situation. But 
" what is still more decisive in this way ; where men- 
^^ tion is made of passing froni Abraham to the rich 
^^ man, and ihversely, the verbs employed are, ht^^t^J 
'Vsind ^utxifrn^^ w6r& which always denote motion on 
** the Same ground or level ; 'as, passing a river or lake, 
^^ passing through the Red Sea, or passing ironi Asia 
** to Macedonia. But, when Heaven is spoken of ais 
^^ the termiination to which, or from which the pas- 
" sage is made, the word is invariably eithier in the 
^Nprst case, »9»fim9tt, and in the second, xtttatptthm^ or 
" sbme word similarlyTormed, and of the same import. 
" Th\3, both the cu^cumstatices of the stoiy, and the 
** expr^sions employed ifa it, confirm the explahatibn 
** I have ^en. For if the sacred pennien wf bti tb be 
** understood^ diey must have employed their words 

• Luke xii. 22. ♦ Luke xxiv. 5)1. % Mark vii. i9* 



^< and, pbrs^es ia conformity to the. current a$9ge of 
" those for whpm they wrote." 

That region of the departed,, where the souls of the 
righteous repose, in the interval between d^th ^d the 
resurrection, Is denominated by our Saviour Paradise^ 
" This day/' say$ he to the penitent thief, ** thou shalt 
" be ^ith me in Fanidise ;'? not in Hpoiveny the region 
of the blessed. Fey, as Bishop Horsley observes*.^ — 
" Paradise was certaiqly sorpe plape where o]ur l*ord 
<* was to be on the. very day on which he i^uffer,ed, and 
'^ whei;e the companion of his sufferings was tp be w)tb 
^^ him. It was not Heaven ; iat to Heiaven our Lord 
<^ ascended not till after his resunrect^pn, as appears 
'^ from his own words to Mary Magdalen. He was not 
" therefore in Heaven on the day of th^ crucifixicm ; 
" and, where he was not, the thief could not bq with 
<f him. It was np place of torment, for to a|iy such 
<f place the name d[ Para^^ise never was applied* It 
^^ could be no other than the regipn of repose and rest^ 
^ where the soul§ of the righteous abide in jojrful hope 
^^ of the consummation of tbdr bliss." 

" Paradise^ ^i^o^g ^^ Jews"— observes Bishc^ 
Bull~" primarily signified the garden of J^den^ that 
^< blessed garden wherein Adam in his state of inno- 
<* cence dwelt ]^y which, because it \yas a most plea- 
<^ sant and delightful place, they w,ere wont symbolir 
<f caljy to represent the place, and state of good souk 
<^ separated frocfi their bodies, and waiting for the re* 
'^ surrection ; whom they believed to be in astiite of 

* Sermons, vol. ii. 92. 
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'^ happiness far exceeding all the felicities of tlus life ; 
<< but yet inferior to that consummate bliss which fed-* 
** lows the resurrection. Hence it was the sdlenm good 
** wish of the Jews (as the learned tell us from the 
^^ Talmudists) concerning their dead friend, Let his 
" soul be in the garden of Mden^ or, Let his soul be 
gathered into the garden of Eden. And in their 
prayers for a dying person, they used to say, Let him 
'* have Ins portion in Paradise ^ and also in the world to 
** come. In which form Paradise, and the world to 
^* come^ are plainly distinguished. According to whicb 
<^ notion, the meaning of our Saviour, in his promise 
" to the penitent thief, is evidendy this— that he should 
** presendy after his death enter with him into that place 
" of bliss and happiness^ where the souls of the righte- 

*^ ous, separated from their bodies, inhabit, and where 
" they wait in a joyfiil expectadon of the resurrection^ 
<^ and the consummation of their bliss in the highest 
" Heaven. For that our Saviour here did not promise 
^' the thief an immediate entrance into that Heaven, the 
^^ ancients gathered from hence, that he himself, as 
^< man, did not ascend thither till after his resurrection^ 
"as our verj' Creed informs us ; which is also St. Aus* 
" tin's argument in his fifty-seventh episde." 

Dr. Adam Clarke observes, in his Commentary, 
that " the garden of Eden, mentioned Gen. iL 8, is 
" also called from the Septuagint, the garden ofPara-^ 
" dise. Hence the word has been transplanted into 
^^ the New Testament, and i&used to signify a place of 
" exquisite delight. The word Paradise is not Greek, 
1^ but is of Asiatic origb. In Arabic and 
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^^ it signifies a garden^ a vineyard^ the place tf iht 
^^' blessed. Our Lord's words intimate that this peni-^ 
^^ tent should be immediately taken to the abode of the 
** spirits of thejust^ where they should enjoy the pre- 
'* sence and approbation of the Mos(t High.''* 

Dr. Whitby considers Paradise as " the place into 
^ which pious soulSj separated from the body^ were im- 
^* mediately received."! 

Dr. Doddridge also speaks of Paradise as <^ the 
" abode of happy spirits when separate from the body,{ 
^^ that garden of God which is the seat of happy spirits 
^^^ in the intermediate state^ and during thdr separation 
** from the body." 

Now, as in Heaven^ happy spirits are umted ivith 
their glorified bodies^ the place where they abide, when 
separate from their bodies^ is not H^ven, but a region 
of the place of the departed, styled Paradise. 

,'Dr. Macknight states, ( tha.t 'Uhe name Paradise 
<< was also given to the place where the spirits of the 
" just, after death, redde in felicity till the resurrection; 
** as appears from our Lord's words to the penitent 
*^ thief." 

It may be asked — is not this view of Paradise, as a 
place of enjoyment to the righteous, and yet a part of 
Hades or Hell, incompatible with the figurative repre- 
sentation of tins latter place as an enemy which Christ 
is to conquer, and from whose power he is to redeen^ 
his people ?— " I will redeem them from the power of 

* Clarke's Com. on Luke zxiil 43. t Whitby on Luke xxiii. 43. 
^Doddridge on Luke xxiii. 43. ^ Com* on 2 Cor. xii. 4» 
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^ the grave," fSheol or Hell») Hosea xiii. 14. Bijshop 
Horsley answers thb inquiry—" The state of the de- 
*^ parted saints, while they continue there," (m Sheol^ 
Hades, Hell, the place of the departed,) " is a condi-^ 
^< tion of unfinished bliss, in which the souls of the 
^* justified would not have remained for ^ny time, (if 
'* indeed they had ever entered it,) had not sin intro- 
*^ duced death. It is a state, therefore, consequent 
"upon death; consequent^ therefore, upon sb, though . 
no part of the ptinishment of it. And the resurrect 
tion of the sdnts is. often described as an enlargement 
" of them by our Lord's power, from confinement in a 
" place, not of punishment, but of inchoate enjoytnent 
" only. * Oiir Lord will break the gates of brass, and 
^ cut the bars of iron in sunder,' and set at liberty * his 
" prrsoners of hope.' And when this place of safe keep* 
" ing is personified, it is, consistently with these no- 
" tions of it, represented as one of the enemies which 
" Ghrist is to subduQ." 

Against the opinion, that Paradise is a distinct place 
fi'om Heaven, it may be urged, that Su Paul speaks* 
of " being caught up into the third Heavensy^^ and 
** being caught up into ParacKse.^^ It was the opinion ' 
of afl the ancient Fathers that St. Paul speaks of two 
distinct visions, and of course the scenes of these vi- 
sions> the third Heavens and Paradise, are not neces* 
sarily the same* Dr. Whitby maintains that there were, 
different visions, and that Paradise is distinct from the 
^ftjrd Heavens. " The opinion of all the ancients,'^ he- ' 

* % Cor. xii. 1— 4k 
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observes, '^ seems to have been this, that he was caught 
^* at several times into several places. Hence it doth 
•^ not follow that Paradise is in the third Heaven."* 

The learned Bishop Bull makes the same distinc- 
tion between the viaons of St. Paul, and between Pa- 
radise and the third Heavens A in which he is followed 
by Dr. Doddridge.} And Dr. Campbell establishes 
this distinction, in the Preliminary Dissertation which 
has been so often quoted. The phrase, being caught 
up^ may be supposed contrary to the usual phraseology 
of Scripture, wiUi respect to Hades or Paradise. But, 
as Campbell observes, tlie phrase ttfvu^» expresses 
more the suddenness of the event, and the passiveness 
of the Apostle, than the direction of the motion. 

The phrase, " Paradise of God," may seem to de- 
note Heaven in Rev. ii. 7 — " To him that overcometh 
** will I give to cat of the tree of life, which is in the 
« midst of the Paradise of God." « Here,*^ as Dr. 
Campbell observes, " our Lord, no doubt, speaks of 
" Heaven ; but as he pkunly alludes to the state of mat- 
** ters in the garden of Eden, where our first parents 
" were placed, and where the tree of life grew, it can 
" only be understood as a figurative expression of the 



• Whitby oti 2 Cor. xii. 

t Bishop Bull's Sermons, vol. i. 89, 97* 

\ Com. on 2 Cor. xii. 1-^^ Dr. Machdghtj and Dr. ji^im 
Ctarkey are fevourable to the same opinion ; from which Scott 
differs, because, be says, the happiness of departed saints consists 
in being present with the Lord. As if God's blissful presence 
/Could not be in Paradise as well as in Heaven. 
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*^. promise of eternal life ^ forfeited by Adam, but re- 
" covered by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Thus, then, it appears, from the above view, that 
the Sheol of the Old Testament, and the «^«C| or Hell^ 
of the New, means the place of departed spirits, where 
the souls of the righteous and the wicked abide, in se- 
parate states of happiness or misery, until the day of 
judgment; and that into the division of this region 
called Paradise, the abode of the spirits of the righte* 
ous, the soul of our Saviour went after bis death* 

The ends of our Saviour's descent, into the place 
of the departed, were of the most important nature. 

1. In this respect, as in all others, he was made like 
unto us. The separation of tlie body from the soul by 
death, the penalty of Adam's sin, he, as the second 
Adam, underwent. His body was deposited in the 
grave, where our bodies must slumber. And to com«^ 
plete his conformity to us, his soul went to that place 
of the departed, where our souls are to abide during 
their absence from the body. This conformity, in all 
respects to us, sin only excepted, was a part of that 
humiliation by which he sustained the penalties of our 
transgressions. 

2. And thus, as our Redeemer and Head, sanctify- 
ing by his presence the place of the departed, he hatir 
divested this secret and retired abode of its terrors, and 
enlightened it by his mercy and grace* The Wa«i ilk^ 
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llie gates of Hades he hath opened ; and by bis power 
they become, to the faithful, the entrance to a joyful re- 
surrection of life and glory. 

3. To afford us a pledge of this victory not only 
over death, but over Hades, over Hell, the place that 
confines our spirits during their sqparation from the 
body, was the last great object of his descent into it. 
« In Hell, in Hades, his soul was not left." Neither 
shall the souls of his people there remain* *^He 
^* opened the gates of brass ; he burst asunder the bars 
'* of iron ;" and liis spirit, disengaged from its prison- 
house, and united to his body , asc^ided in glory to the 
regions of heavenly light* And whoi he who still 
holds the keys of Hell, of this invisible receptacle of 
die departed, shall pronounce the sentence, ^^ Go forth," 
the souls of his redeemed shall ascend, in the vest- 
ments of a gbrified and incorruptible body, to that 
Heaven where there is " fulness of joy." 

The fact that Christ, in the mterval between his death 
and his resurrection, went into the phce of departed 
spirits^ being proved, the existence of this place is of 
course established^ 

With regard to the pos^tipn^ m propf of the exist* 
ence of the place of the departed, that an appropriate 
term, itm, answering to the H^arew SHEOL^ and tQ 
die original meaning of the word Hell, asa secret or 
mnsiJUe plaiQe, is uitformly applied, in the New Tesr 
tament^ to this state of departed spirits ; it may be sar 
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tisfactory to review all the passages of the New Testa- 
ment where the word «^s, Hades, occurs. 

The word 5*w, Hades, is found only in devca 
' places, and in all of them it denotes Replace of de- 
parted spirits. 

1. It occurs Acts iL 27, and 

2. Also Acts ii. 31, as applicable to our Saviour's 
soul being in Hell ; the meaning of which, as denot- 
ing the place of departed spirits, has been, in the pre- 
ceding pages, fuUjr con^d^rcd, 

3. Luke xvi. 23, It occurs in the parable of the rich 
man and La2;arus,.in the same sigiufication. See p. 74. 

4. Matt. xi. 23 — ** And thou Capernaum, which art 
" exalted to Heaven, shall be cast down to Hell," {^U^ 

Heaven and Hell, or Hades, are here figuratively 
us^d ; Heaven denoting the highest object, and Hell 
or Hades the lowest, according to the notions erf the 
Jews and Pagans in regard to the situation of these 
places. Capernaum being exalted to Heaven denotes 
hct flourishing states md brought*dowh toHell, her 
hw or depressed condition ; even a state in which she 
would be no more seen; alluding to the signification 
of Hades, as an invisible place. Whitby, Doddridge, 
Schleusner, and Clarke, agree in this ccmstruction of 
•the passage. 
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5. The words occur in the same sense and applics^- 
tion in Luke X. 15. 

6* Matt. xvi. 18—" The gates of Hell {^ixm ;ih^ 
^^ the gates of Hades) shall not prevail against it/' the 
Church. The expression is here figurative. Hades^ 
or the place of the dead, is represented as a spacious 
receptacle with gates, through which the dead enter. 
Hezekiah speaks (Isa« xxxviii. 10,) of die gates of 
the grave or Hades^ and Homer speaks of Achilles 
hating (•iJw« w^xufm^) ** as the gates of Hell or Hades," 
that is, hating mortally.* The expression, then, " the 
^ gates of Hell" (Hades) '< shall not prevail agamst the 
" Church," means, it shall never enter the place df the 
departed, it shall never die^ it shall continue^ ever. 

" The full meaning rf tfiis promise of our Lord," 
siays Parkhurst,t " seems to be that his Church on 
" earth, however persecuted and distressed, should 
*< never fail tiH the consummation of all things, and 
" should then, at the resurrection of the just, finally 
<< triumph over death and the grave." Dr. Doddridge 
gives the same construction to this passage, and ob- 
servesj: — ^^ It is most certam that the phrase ^?m ii^iW, 
" does g«ierally, in the Greek writers, signify the en- 
^ trance into the invisible worW'^ Dr. Campbell, in 
hb Preliminary Dissertation, and Dr. Whitby, on this 
text, prove, at great length, that die expression, the 

• Uiad ix. 312. t Parkhurst, Article «^9(. 

|Com« oa^U text 
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gates of Hades, denotes, both among Jewish and 
Christian writers, the invisible world: and they eJte- 
blish the above construction of this text 

7. i Cor. XV. SS — ** O grave (in the margin, Hell> 
'* original ii^n) where is thy victory." The place erf 
separate spirits is here meant, from which, at the re-* 
surrection at the last day, the spirits of the departed 
shall come forth, to be ^^ clothed upon with their house 
** that is from Heaven." There seems to be here an 
allusion to Hosea xii. 13, which Bishop Horsley trans- 
lates— " Death ! I will be thy pestilence. Hell! I 
** will be thy burning plague" — on which he has the 
following note — " Hell, not the place where the damned 
" are to suffer their torment, but the invisible place, 
" where the souls of the departed remain till the ap- 
'^ pointed time shall come for the reunion of soul and 
" body." The Hebrew word Sheol, answering to the 
Greek Hades, is here improperly translated grave^ 
which is denoted in the Hebrew by a distinct word, 
KEBER. "No two things''— Bishop Horsley ob- 
serves — *^ can be more distinct ; ^<?// is the mansion of 
« the departed spirit; the grave is the receptacle of the 
" dead body."* 

8. Rev. i. 18-^" I have the keys of Hell (rniiiy} 
« and of death." The Lord Jesus Christ is here re- 
presented as not only baling power over death, to re- 
deem the body from its dominion, but as holding the 

^ Com. on Ho$ea9 p. 159* 
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keys of ffelly of the place of the departed, from winch 
he wiU release them, and reunite them to their incor*' 
ruptible bodies* Dr. Dcddridge, on this text, para^ 
phrases Hell as the unseen worlds the invisible state in 
which the souls of mien remain until Christ exerts his 
power of raising the dead.* The notions of Scott, in 
^is Commentary, with respect to this subjtct, seem 
somewhat confused and contradictory. On this text, 
however, he unequivocally acknowledges a distinct 
state of departed spirits. His words are as follows — 
He (the Lord Jesus Christ] possesses the absolute 
sovereignty, as dwelling in human nature, over the 
** invisible world, the state of separate spirits^ and 
<< over death and the grave, so that he removes men 
^< out of this life, and consigns their bodies to the 
" grave and corruption, when^ and as he pleases ; he 
*^ then fixes their souls in happiness or misery with ab- 
^< solute authority; and he will soon raise 2Si their dead 
" bodies^ and either receive them into Heaven^ or shut 
<< them up for ever in Hell, as he sees good.'' In this 
passs^, there is the state of separate spirits^ in which 
the souls of men are either in happiness or misery^ 
until their dead bodies being raised and united to their 
souls, they are fixed in the final Heaven of happiness, 
and ^i/ of torments. 

9. Rev. vi. 8-^^' And I looked, and behold a pale 
<< horse, and his name that sat on him was Death, and 
^< HeU {^^m) foUowed with him." 

* See Doddridge's not^ on this text, ia tbi< Disiertatiott. 

12 
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10. Rev. XX. 13-^« Peath and Hell («*») d<^vered 
** up the dead that were in them." 
. 11. Rev. XX. 14— "And death and Hell (Uk) 
'/ were cast into tfie lake of fire. This is the second 
« death." 

These passages are very bold and sublime personi^ 
fications. Ip the first, ffell^ the pl^ce of departed spi- 
rits, follows death, denoting^ that immediately after 
the body becomes subject to the dominion of death^ 
Hell or the invisible place receives the soul. 

But^ as is declared in the second passage, death shall 
deliver up the bodies, and JHell the spirits that were 
subject to their dominion. And, 

As is announced in the last verse, death, as well as 
Hell, the place of the departe(^, shall be destroyed^ 
shall be cast into the lake of fire. " The death which 
^< consists in the separation of the soul and bp^y, and 
« the state of souls intervenbg between death and 
«' judgment, shall be no more. To the wicked they. 
^' shall be succeeded by a more terrible de^th, the 
" damnation of Gehenna^^^ die HeU of torn^epts. 

The last passage is an incpntrovertible evi^ce^ 
that Hell is applied to the place of the departed. I^ 
by Hell we understand the place, of torment^; su by, 
the lake offire^ by which the second death is deno- 
ipinated, the Hdl of torments is undoubtedly ipe^t; 
then the parsoni^cation becomi^a absolute noosGO^y^ 
the Hell of torments is cast into the Helji: of tj:i(msg|s.^ 

*iSee Dr.^Jampbedl's Ff elim. Qiig, vi. pi^ iit p. 13* 
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Dr. Doddridge consider^ Hell in these psts^ges as 
denoting the separate state. And Dr. Scott again un- 
equivocally avows its existence. He thus comments 
on these passages — '* The grave aiid separate state will 
** give up the bodies and souls contained in them." 
** Then death zxid ffeU, iht grave and separate state ^ 
** (represented as two persons,) wiD be cast into the 
<* lake of lire : that is, they shall subsist n6 l6iigc^ t() 
*^ receive the bodies and the souls of men.^^ 

The only instance of a personification, equal in bold- 
ness and sublimity to that contained in the above pa^'- 
sages, is where the prophet Isaiah represents the de- 
parted soiils of miglity monarchs, in the place of the 
departed, as in motion and agitation at the approach of 
the departed spirit of the king of Babylon. " Hell 
^* From beneath is moved for thee, to meet thee U thy 
** coming) it stirreth up the dead for thee."* 

The above, it is believed, are attthe passages in the 
New Testament in which the English word HeU is 
found corresjponding to «^3j?$, Hades^ in the original, 
and denoting the place of the departed. 

There arc thirteen passages in the New Testament 
in which the word Hell is found expressed by yttw*, 
Gehenna, in the 6riginal, arid denoting the place of 
torment. 

A summary of this doctrine of a place of departed 

9 ' 

^irits may be thus exhibited. 
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As the souls of men are not admitted into Heaven, 
the place of final happiness ; nor into Hell, the place 
of final torment ; according to the representations of 
the sacred writings, until the resurrection, and the 
judgment of the great day ; and as the soul, both from 
reason and Scripture, is not previously in a stote of un- 
consciousness,^ it follows, that during this intcrvali she 
itiust subsist in a separate ^tate. 

As the happiness of Heaven, and the misery of 
Hell, the place of final torment, are represented in 
Scripture as the happiness or misery of the whole manf 
of his body united to his soul ; and as this union, dis- 
solved by death, is not renewed until the resurrection 
and judgment of the great day ; it follows, that previ- 
ously to this event, the soul cannot be a subject of the 
happiness of; Heaven, or of the misery of the final Hell 
of torment, but must be in 2t separate state of incom* 
plete, though inconceivably great felicity or woe. 

And th^ there is this place of the departed, deno- 
minated, in allusion to its secret and invisible charac*. 
ter, ilfmy Hades or Hell, where, in distinct abodes, the 
souls of the righteous and of the wicked experience 
inconceivable happiness or misery, expecting the con- 
summation of their felicity or woe, at the day of judge- 
ment, is placed beyond doubt by the fact diat Christ's 
human soul was in Hell, (Hades,) in the place of the 

* In the Dissertation, 1 have not repeated the arguments in &• 
vour of the conscious state of the soul when separated by death 
from the body, which are succinctly stated in the Address. 
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departed, and in that p£irt of this place denominated Vi- 
Iodise, in the interval between his death and bis resur* 
rection. For, 

During this interval, his hunian soul was in some 
place : since, independently of every other considera- 
tion, it was declared of him by the prophet, that ** his 
•* soul was not to be leftXn HelL" : 

But bis soul, during this period, could not have been 
in Heaven ; for he did not ascend to Heaven, agree- 
ably to his own declaration, until after his resurrection. 

Nor could his soul have been in the Hell of tcarment, 
j^zti impious supposition,) for he declared, as matter ci 
triumph and joy to the penitent thief^ that after death 
they should be together in Paradise* 

In Paradise, then, that region of peace and joy, in 
Hades, the place of the departed, was the human soul 
of the blessed Jesus in the interval between death and 
the resurrection. ' W 

And where the human soul of Jesus was during tbb 
period, there, during the same period, must be the souls 
of the human race whose sentence of mOTtality he sus- 
tained, and of whoni he wass ttic representative* 

This doctrine has not the most remote connection 
with the papal doctrine of purgatory. 

That the celebrated Protestants whose names have 
been exhibited in support of this doctrine, in the pre- 
ceding pages ; that Campbell, and Doddridge, and 
Macknight, Presbyterian divines ; that Bishops Tay- 
lor, Bull, Burnet, Seeker, Horslcy, Tomline, and other 
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Brshops dr the EngUsh Church ; that Hammond, aiid 
Whitby, and Clarke, and Scott, clergymen, and Sil: 
Peter King, a distinguished layman of that Church ; 
that Wesley, and Clarke, of the Methodist communion ; 
that Bishops Seabury, and White, of our own Church ; 
that an these, living in ditferent ages and countries, and 
of different religious denominations, should have eon- 
^ired to introduce the papd doctrine of purgiatory, will 
hardly be credited. 

The papal doctrine is, that " some few have before 
** their death so fiiUy cleared up their accounts with 
" the Divine Majesty, and washed away all their stdns 
** id the blood of the Lamb, as to go straight to Hea- 
^* veh after death ; and that others who die in the guilt 
« of deadly sins, go straight to Hell."^ The doctrine 
set forth in the preceding pages is, that none go to 
Heaven, or to Hell, (ytew*, Gehenna,) until after the 
day of judgment. In the interval between death and 

4 _ 

the resurrection, they are in a state of unchangeablfe 
happiness or misery in the place oi the departed. 

The papal doctrine is, that those who do not die per- 
fectly pure and clean, nor yet tinder the guilt of unre- 
pented deadly sin, go to purgatory, where they suffer 
certain indefinable pains, and the pains of material fire, 
until God*s justice is satisfied, or they ate ireed from 
these pains by the masses said for their doiils. ThfesC 



* The Catholic Christian Instructed, p. 176— a book of stand- 
ard authority among the Roman Catholics, published by one of 
their distinguished Bisihops^ the Ri^ht IteV. Dr. Cbsdoder. 
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|€nets, it must be apparent^ are in no degree sanctionefi 
|>y the doctrine advanced in the preceding pages, with 
respect to departed spirits* The eten^l destmy of the 
Indiyidi^jal is unchangeably fixed at death. His^condi* 
^pn, in the place of the departed, is. an uncfumgeabh 
poi>diticai of happine3s or misery, until the day of judg^- 
Dmcint^ when this happiniess oc misery is consummated 
in body and squ|. 

The pap^ doj^trine with respect to Christ's descent 
Into Hell is, that he went not it)ito the place of departed 
spirits, as b believed by those who maintain the ei^ist- 
ence of this place, but into a region called Limbus 
Patrutnj tp manifest his glory to the holy saints, who 
had departed before bis advent^ and to release them 
from their confinement, and take them to Heaven* 

. Therc> is thus a total dissimilarity between the papal 
doctrine of purgatory and the ^trine d* the descent 
into Hell, and the state of thc^ departed, advanced in 
^e preceding pag?s* 

r 

The- sermon of Bishcf> Bull, (from which Dn Dod-- 
drldge. quotes with approbation,^) in which he esta- 
blidbes this, doctrine of a place of departed spirits, 
contains a Testation of the papal doctrine of purgatoity, 
and.diows.tb6; ooitue.iSllpsrence between it and the doc- 
trine which, he advocates of an intermediaj^ state. 
After exiubiting the faith of the {»imiiive Chuich oa. 
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this point, he observes*—" From what hath been sairf^ 
"^^ it appears that the doctrine of the distiuction of thd 
joys of Paradise, the portion of good souls in that 
state of separation, from that yet fuller and most 
•* complete beatitude of the kingdom of Heaven, after 
V< the resurrection, consisting in that clearest vision of 
♦* God, which the Holy Scriptures call seeing him^^r^ 
to faccy is fiff from being popery, as some have 
ignorantiy censured it ; for we see it was the current 
" doctrine of the first and purest ages of the Church. 
** I add, that it is so far from being popeiy, that it is 
** directly the contrary. For it was the popish conven- 
" tion at Florence^ that first boldly defined against the 
•* sense of the primitive Christians— /%a^ tkose souls^ 
" which having contracted the blemish of sin^ Qre\ «- 
" ther in their bodies or out of them^ purged from it ^ 
" do presently go into Htfoven^ and there clearly behold 
*' God himself one God tn three Persons^ as he w. 
*' And this decree they made, partly to establi^ their 
" superstition of prayer to the saints deceased, whom 
^' they would needs make us believe, to see and know 
" all our necessities and concerns in speculo Trtnitatis^ 
" in the glass of the Trinity ^ as they call it, and so to 
^* be fit objects of our religious invocation ; but chiefly 
** to introduce their purgatory, and tlfat the prayers of 
** the ancient Church for the dead might be thought to 
" be founded on a suppoiation, that the souls of some 
<* faithful persons after death go into a place of grievous 
** torment.'* 

• Batt'9 Sen vol. i. p. 114. f In the 15tb Ctotmy^ 
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This doctrine of the separate existence of the soul, 
in tTie place of the departed, between death aiid the 
resurrection, being expressly revealed, should he an 
object of faith. 

1. It resolves all doubts with repect to the condition 
of the soul after her departure from the body, and be- 
fore her reunion to it at the resurrection. The soul, 
during this period, is in a state of consciousness ; either 
enjoying a foretaste of future bliss, or tormented by the 
anticipated pangs (rf* future woe, after the judgment of 
the great day. 

2. It is thus calculated to fill the wicked with dis- 
may. It cuts off the hope of a moment's intermission 
of torment after death. The worm that never dies im- 
mediately begins to gnaw. In the company of spirits, 
wretched like themselves, they dwell in the dark region 
of the departed, anticipating the isummons which, unit- 
ing them to incorruptible bodies, will bring them to the 
judgment-seat, and also the mpre dread sentence that 
will consign them to Gehenna^ to the Hell of torment, 
the " lake of fire" that " burneth for ever and ever." 

3. But this doctrine of the place of the dq)arted is 
full of consolation to the faitl^ul disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. It assures them that, in the long interval be- 
tween death and the resurrection, while detained from 
Heaven, they shall not be deprived of a foretaste of its 
glories. In tlie bosom of Abraham, in the enjoyment 
of his society^ and of the blessed fellowship of all the 

13 
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departfsd saints, they shall experience the most exalted 
delights. "Delivered from the burden of the flesh,'* 
dieir souls ^atl be with the Lord Jesus, the rays of 
whose glory sanctify and cheer the Paradise of his 
saints. Here diey shall enjoy perpetual peace and fe- 
licity ; anticipadng their " consummation both in body 
** and soul in God's eternal and everlasting glory.'' 

Why, then, Cbnstian, shouldest diou fear to die ? 
Thy soul is not, for a moment, to lose that conscious* 
Dess which is d^ar to her as her existence. The dark* 
ness of death is not, for a moment, to cover thy sjpfirit. 
The instant thou dost close thine eyes on the world, 
thy soul opens her joyful vision on die delights of Para- 
dise. And Paradise is but the introduction to that 
Heaven^ where, thy whole nature perfected and gloria 
fied, thou shalt taste the fulness of joy, and "be for 
^ cvo" with the Lord." 
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The Holy Bible^ including the Old and New Testaments, 
and the Apocrypha, according to the authorized Ver*- 
aion; with Notesj Explanatory and Practical; taken 
fMrincipally from the most eminent writers of the United 
Church of England and Ireland ; together with appro- 
priate Iatrx>ductions, Tables, and Indexes. Prepared 
and arranged by the Rev. George D^Oyly, B. D. and 
the Rev. Richard Mant, D. T>. Domestic Chaplains to 
bis Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Under 
the direction of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge* For the Use of-Families. The first Ame- 
. rican edition, with additional Notes, selected and ar- 
raaged by John Henry Hobart, D. D* Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church iti ikt State of New^-York^ 

Senaona on the Principal Events and Truths of Redemp- 
tion, By John Henry Hobart, D* D. Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Chiircb in the State of Mew- York, 
In 2 vols* liyop 

A ConnfMLQioa far the Festivals and Fasts of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
Principally selected and altered from Nelson's Compa^ 
nion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church of Eng* 
land. With Forms of Devotion. By John Henry 
Hobart, D* D. Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New<-York, 

A Companion for the Altar ; or Week'« Preparation for 
the Holy Communion. , Consisting of a short Explana* 
4ion of the Lord's Supper, and Meditations and Prayera. 
proper to be used before, and during, the receiving of 
the Holy Communion, according to the Form prescribed 
by the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, By John Henry Hobart, D* D, Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New» 
York. 
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The Clergjman^s Companion, containing the occasional 
Offices of the Protestant Episcopal Church, us^d by the 
Clergy of the said Church in the Discharge of their 
Parochial Duties. To.^hich are added, Extracts from 
the Writings of distinguished Divines on the Quahfica* 
tions and Duties of the Clerical Office. 

The Christian's Manual of Faith and Devotion : containing 
Dialogues and Prayers suited to the various Exercises of 
the Christian Life, and an Exhortation to Ejaculatory 
Prayer, with Forms of Ejaculatory and other Prayers. 
The second edition improved. To which are added, a 
number of additional Prayers. 

An Apology for Apostolic Order and its Advocates, occa- 
sioned by the Strictures and Denunciations of the Chris- 
lianas Magazine. In a Series of Letters, addressed to 
the Rev. John M. Mason, D. D. the Editor of that 
Work. . By the Rev. John Henry Hobart, an Assistant 
Minister of Trinity Chiu'ch. 

Sermons, by Benjamin Moore, D. D. late Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New- York* 
In 2 vols. 8vo» 

The Life of Samuel Johnson, D. D. the first President of 
King's College, in New- York. Containing many in- 
teresting Anecdotes ; a general View of the State of 
Religion and Learning in Connecticut durbg the former 
Part of the last Century ; atid an Account of the Insti- 
tution and Rise of Yale College, Connecticut; and of 
King's (now Columbia) College, New- York. By Tho- 
mas Bradbury Chandler, D. D. formerly Rector of St« 
John's Church, Elizabeth- Town, New-Jersey. To 
which is added, an Appendix, containing many original 
Letters, never before published, from Bishop Berkeley, 
Archbishop Seeker, Bishop Lowth^ and others, to Dr* 
Johnson. 
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